
WEEKEND MASSES: 
 Saturday: 4:00pm (October 5, 2019-April 25, 2020)  
  5:00pm (May 2, 2020-September 26, 2020) 
 Sunday: 7:30am, 9:00am, 10:30am, 12:00pm 
 
WEEKDAY MASSES: 
Monday through Friday 8:30am 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday through Thursday 9:00am—3:00pm 

Office is closed Friday 

PARISH REGISTRATION:  
 

On December 25, we celebrate the birth of our Lord which 
took place some two thousand years ago. Angels sung above 
the manger where the baby Jesus lay; shepherds and Magi 
came to adore him. I invite you to come to St. Jude and join 
our parish family in continuing that act of adoring and loving 
God and all that is dear to him. Email me for more infor-
mation. 

 
Father Henry Hoffman, Pastor, fr.henry@stjuderc.com 

Saint Jude Parish, 707 Monroe Turnpike, Monroe, Connecticut 06468 

    Tel. 203.261.6404            Email: parish.office@stjuderc.com      
    www.stjuderc.org        Facebook: St. Jude Parish  

December 25, 2019 



  Fr. Henry Hoffman 
The first part of my life was all about fami-
ly and faith. I grew up as the oldest of four 
children as part of a close-knit nuclear 
family that extend out to grandparents, 
countless uncles and aunts, and cousins. 
 
Back in the 1960s, the day started with 

our family attending Mass and then either my immediate family 
having a big Sunday meal together, or joining some of the ex-
tended family for an even bigger meal. 
 
When it came time for me to decide how I was going to live out 
my religious vocation, I considered a number of different op-
tions but settled on becoming a parish priest because I am all 
about family and faith. 
 
Of all of the wonderful ministries one can pursue in religious life, 
my calling is to assist families in growing in their love of God and 
one another in a parish setting. 
 
I ask that you help me continue to build Saint Jude parish as a 
place of worship and community that is all about family and 
faith. 
 

Deacon David Flynn 
Growing up on a grain and dairy farm on the 
rolling prairie of southwestern Minnesota 
taught me a great deal about hard work, 
friendship, perseverance and faith.  One of my 
earliest memories is the family saying the ro-
sary together in the evenings (but then we got 
a TV!). Attending St. John’s University, a Bene-
dictine college in MN taught me some more 

about community and friendship, as well as integrating faith and 
work into one’s life.  One of my lasting memories from there is 
joining the monks in the abbey church for Mass and Liturgy of 
the Hours.  Moving east to Connecticut with our three young 
children and a fourth-one-on-the-way, separated us from our 
family and life-long friends, but the trauma was lessened by the 
welcome we received by our new parish, an experience that 
taught us the value of the parish community.  Cursillo intro-
duced us to more friends.  Its lasting impact was helping us form 
a deeper relationship with Christ.  That experience nurtured a 
seed from my youth for a vocation that was confirmed when, 
unprompted, my sister asked, “Have you thought of being a dea-
con?”  I had but I hadn’t told anyone, giving me a nudge that I 
needed to pursue it.  Since my ordination in June 2015, the 
awareness is growing that “it’s not about me” in terms of my 
ministries as I focus on RCIA and vocations in addition to as-
sisting at our liturgies.  The time demands of my work, a long 
daily commute and my diaconate ministry sometimes causes my 
wife to think something similar, “it’s not about her!”, but we 
work at finding the moments that keep our relationship going.  
Balancing time for other things I enjoy can be a challenge such 
as reading, good wines and other tasty spirits, motorcycle rides 
and watching interesting programs on streaming media. 

  Fr. Jim Bates 
I was born in California, the oldest of three 
children, while my father was a Naval 
officer and aircraft carrier pilot.  We 
moved around quite a bit when I was very 
young until my father left the service to 
become a commercial airline pilot with 

TWA.  We then moved to Connecticut where I grew up.  I lost 
my mother to cancer in 1985 and my youngest sister, Jill, to can-
cer in 2016.  I have six nieces and nephews, my sister Jennifer, 
and my father, whom I love very much. 
 

My journey to becoming a priest was as unexpected as it was 
convoluted.  Having been raised as a Congregationalist, it goes 
without saying that being a priest was not at the top of my list of 
“life choices” when I was young.  And yet, there was always the 
nagging desire to find the Truth; a desire that lead me away 
from the faith of my youth, to a period of wandering and explo-
ration, and ultimately to conversion to the one true faith.  After 
that, it only took God ten years to get me from conversion to 
ordination. 
 

Having only been a priest for a year and a half, I am still develop-
ing and discovering what gifts God has given me and how He 
wants me to use them.  As an adult convert, I have a particular 
affinity for Apologetics and I love to talk about my faith and 
what the Church really teaches, as opposed to what people 
think it teaches.  I come from a family of teachers, so the desire 
to learn, grow, and teach others, comes somewhat naturally. 
 

Having worked for many years in various technology fields 
(industrial electronics, software development, telecommunica-
tion, etc.) I still enjoy fixing and upgrading computers, which I 
have been doing since before there was even such a thing as the 
World Wide Web.  I am an occasional writer and poet and, as a 
musician, I am hoping, one day, to compose a Mass setting.  
When I want to really relax, there is nothing better than a good 
book, some good music, and a good cigar. 

 

     Deacon John Tuccio 
I became a member of St Jude in 1982 
when my wife Helen and I moved to Mon-
roe. I was ordained to the Permanent Diac-
onate in 2015. In January 2016 I became 
Director of the Religious Education pro-
gram. I believe the future of the Church 
rests with our youth and we have built a 
program to share with the children the 
teachings of Jesus from the Gospel. 

Meet Your Clergy 



Dear fellow Saint Jude Parishioners: 
 
Today, at the center of countless nativity scenes, statues of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and Saint Joseph kneel at a manger in which 
lies the baby Jesus. 
 
Merry Christmas! All joy in the birth of our Lord! 
 
Let us join in adoring the Lord with the same spirit of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary and Saint Joseph at the manger, with that same spir-
it of the shepherds, with that same spirit of the angels who ap-
peared above the manger singing and praising God. 
 
Let us sing and praise God at Mass, at Saint Jude church. 
 
Let us gather together with family and friends to exchange gifts 
at home, share in a meal and reconnect with many of our loved 
ones whom we have not seen since Thanksgiving, and whom we 
might not see again until Easter. 
 
We step away from school and work and from all of the other 
usual activities of our lives to completely free ourselves up for 
whole-heartedly living out the two Great Commandments: Love 
God and Love our neighbor. 
 
Today, we celebrate Mass at Saint Jude Parish with love and 
gratitude. Jesus came into our world and joined us as a member 
of our human race. 
 
Today, we lose ourselves in the love that is the very fabric 
uniting our families and friends together. 
 
Tonight, I ask that you take a quiet moment, as the day comes to 
a close, to reflect on Saint Jude Church being a home where we 
as a parish community come together to grow in our love of God 
and one another. 
 
Thank you Jesus for coming into our world as one of us! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Father Henry Hoffman 
Pastor of Saint Jude Church Monroe 

C h r i s t m a s  Me s s a g e s  
A Christmas Letter 
 

The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; 
Upon those who lived in a land of gloom 
a light has shone. (Isaiah 9:1) 
 

And the Word became flesh 
and made his dwelling among us, 
and we saw his glory, 
the glory as of the Father’s only Son, 
full of grace and truth. (John 1:14) 
 

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ; 
 

Today is a special day, a day which we look forward to every year.  It 
is a day filled with light and with song, a day in which we gather 
together with friends and with family, a day filled with warmth and 
gladness, with joy and expectation.  Nowhere do we see this more 
fully reflected then in our children in whose eyes shine the undimin-
ished joy and expectation of Christmas. 
 

The days of planning and preparation have passed, the wreathes 
have been hung, the trees have been decorated, and the gifts have 
been wrapped and set in place, and our Advent journey has come to 
an end.  It is now that we step out of the hustle and bustle, and all 
of the trappings of the season, into a sacred space, a sacred time, to 
remember who we are as Christians and to remember the true 
meaning of Christmas and the true source of our joy. 
 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given. (Is. 9:5) 
 

Our Mass this day takes on a special significance, for today we cele-
brate the glory of God and our salvation made manifest in the birth 
of Jesus, the Word made flesh, in the small town of Bethlehem in 
Judea so many centuries ago.  For on this day, so long ago, the crea-
tor of the universe condescended to make manifest to the world, in 
human vesture, his only begotten Son, the very Word by which all 
creation came into being, that we might be led out of darkness into 
His own wonderful light. 
 

All that we know of hope and of joy was made manifest in one small 
child, born of poor parents who had no more fitting a place to lay 
him than in a manger amidst the simple beasts, set beneath a shin-
ing star, and whose witnesses were lowly shepherds.  Thus, did the 
King of Glory enter into the world and through Him all the world has 
been redeemed. 
 

 As you gather this day, and the days to come to share the joy of 
Christmas with family and friends, may your hearts be filled with 
the light of Christ.  As you exchange the greetings of the season and 
gifts with those you love, remember the gift that God the Father 
shared with the whole of humanity that the true joy of Christmas 
may shine through you to all the world and that the your true and 
lasting joy may be fulfilled. 
 

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas, a healthy, happy, and pros-
perous New Year, and the everlasting peace of Christ our Lord. 
 
Father Jim Bates 
Parochial Vicar  



Accomplishments in 2019 
 

20th annual Living Stations on Good Friday 
70 children received their First Holy Communion 

65 children Confirmed in Christ 
29th annual Vacation Bible School 

Balanced the budget for the 2018-2019 pastoral year 
29th annual Italian Festival 

30th anniversary celebration of the Church 
557 children are enrolled in our Religious Education program 

Upcoming Events in 2020 – Open to All 
 

First Saturday spiritual morning Mass January 4 
Day With Mary Spiritual Retreat January 18 

Knights of Columbus Pasta Dinner January 18 
Friday Night Bingo January 3, 10, 31 
Adoration—first Friday of the month 

Family Mass—9:00am (most Sundays) 
Children’s Rosary—First Sunday after 9:00am Family Mass 

February 10—ministry pancake breakfast 
Parish Ignatian Pilgrimage - Late February and March  

Annual Parish Italian Festival August 26-29 

Adopt A Garden Eucharistic Ministers (Homebound) Mission Committee 

Altar Linens Family Mass MOMs Group 

Altar Servers Feed My People Music Ministry 

Bereavement Ministry Finance Council Parish Festival 

Bible Study Together Floral Decorating Committee Parish Nurses 

BINGO Food Pantry Parishioners Helping Parishioners 

Buildings & Grounds Friday Morning Bible Study Pro Life 

Children’s Rosary Gift Shop RCIA 

Christmas Fair Healing Shawl Ministry Religious Education 

Columbiettes Hospitality Ushers 

Counters Knights of Columbus Vacation Bible School 

Emmaus Readers Vocations 

Eucharistic Ministers Men’s Bible Study  

Welcome to our Church.  A Church is not a couple of walls and a steeple , but the people who 

worship, and pray together. A Church is a home in which you and your family belong. There 

is something for everyone at St. Jude, see below for the current list of active groups that 

would love for you to join. If there is something that you are interested in, Fr. Henry is al-

ways willing to listen, and help develop a new ministry as we did with Pro Life and Vocations 

this year. Check out our website www.stjuderc.org. 

 

So, from my family to yours, Merry Christmas. 
             

            Richard Lane 

            St. Jude Pastoral Parish Chairperson 

Please visit our website for the latest events www.StJuderc.org 


