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Please note the following correction to today's newsletter. We apologize for
any inconvenience.

The Mass for this Sunday May 3rd is posted and can be viewed from our
photo gallery at https://saintjude.smugmug.com/2020/Videos/Video-
newsletters.

If you have a special prayer intention that you would like to have offered during
my daily private celebration of the Mass, please email your request
to prayer.requests@stjuderc.com.

A Message from Fr. Henry

Love For Our Lord And Savior Jesus Christ

Fellow St Jude Parishioners:

As we continue to live under the restrictions of the
Coronavirus pandemic and look with hope to the future, let
us take the opportunity that the present moment affords

us. Let us express our love for Jesus, plainly and clearly. “Jesus, I love you.” 

Upon a first reading of the Resurrection account of Jesus asking St Peter three
times “Do you love me,” we may assume that St Peter says three times, “Yes,
Jesus, I do love you.” 

But let us take a second look at the account. 

Jesus asks, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” 

St Peter passes on the opportunity to plainly and clearly express his love for
Jesus. Instead he says, “Jesus, you know that I love you.”

A subtle difference, but a difference nonetheless. Obviously Peter is hesitant
because he is so painfully aware that this is the first time that he has
encountered Jesus and spoken with him since his three-fold denial. So rather
than clearly and directly express his love for Jesus, he says that Jesus already
knows that he loves him. 

A second time, Jesus gives him the opportunity to directly express his
love. “Simon, do you love me?” Again, St Peter avoids directly expressing his
love, but answers, “You know, Lord, that I love you.”
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As St Peter denied knowing Jesus three times, so Jesus gives St Peter a third
opportunity to express his love. “Do you love me?” At this point, the text
describes Peter as being distressed. 

He just cannot rally himself to rise up out of the pain he is experiencing at the
memory that he did indeed deny knowing Jesus. 

A concept that takes on a whole new level of importance for us, as we look
back over the past two-thousand year history of the Catholic Church. The
Apostles developed the Apostles’ Creed as a statement of belief in God, as the
basis for our Faith. Throughout the subsequent generations, countless martyrs
preferred death to denying their belief in the knowledge of Jesus as their
Savior. We ourselves every Sunday recite the Nicene-Constantinople Creed,
in which we express our belief in Jesus as our Savior. 

An absolutely essential element of our faith is declaring that we love Jesus
who is our Lord and Savior. In fact, our love of God is so essential that it is the
basis of the first commandment. 

So, back to our Resurrection account and St Peter’s third and final opportunity
to express his love for Jesus, plainly and clearly. “Lord, you know
everything. You know that I love you.” But once again, he fails to make the
simple direct statement. The closest he can come is to saying, “Lord, you know
that I love you.” 

We can of course sympathize with St Peter. We understand that he still needs
to get over the fact that he denied Jesus before he can clearly and directly
express his love for Jesus. And he will, just not yet. He will go on to risk death
to preach and convert others to the faith. And he will ultimately be martyred for
his love of Jesus. 

In our own lives, is there anything that prevents us from plainly and clearly
expressing our love for Jesus? If so, as did St Peter, let us work through
whatever is holding us back. Fear? Lack of trust? Anger at a person or at God
for what somebody had done to me or failed to for me in the past? Or anything
else that may be blocking us from saying, “Jesus, I love you.” 

Let us find a quiet, private moment and speak aloud, “Jesus, I love you.” Then
we can go on to pour out our hearts to Jesus about how we, both individually
as well as the whole human family, are affected by the effects of the
Coronavirus and express our desire for Jesus to bring a speedy cure. 

“Jesus, I love you.” 

Yours in the common bond of love of Jesus that we share, 
Fr Henry Hoffman 

An extraordinary rendition of Schubert's Ave Maria by our
very own Director of Music Ministry David Baranowski and his
talented wife Jennifer Marshall!



https://saintjude.smugmug.com/2020/Videos/Ave-Maria-
David-Baronowski-and-Jennifer-Marshall/

As the month of May has been further devoted to praying to the Blessed
Virgin, Pope Francis opens the month with an appeal to Our Lady.

 “In the midst of this present coronavirus pandemic, when the whole
world is susceptible to suffering and anxiety, we fly to you, Mother of
God and our Mother, and seek refuge under your protection. O, Virgin

Mary, turn your merciful eyes toward us and watch over us with a
motherly concern.”

Re-consecration of the US to the care of The Blessed Mother

The U.S. bishops will join the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops
May 1 at 3pm in consecrating the two nations to the care of The Blessed
Mother ...

Read more
www.bridgeportdiocese.org

Please join Bishop Caggiano in this prayer of reconsecration on
May 1st at 3:00 PM (EDT), which will be live-streamed on the
diocesan website from Saint Augustine Cathedral.
www.bridgeportdiocese.org

Rosary for Hope and Healing
Bishop Caggiano invites the faithful to join together each night in May for the
Rosary as we pray for an end to the pandemic and hope for those who need it
most: first responders, those in the service industry, the unemployed, and all
those suffering from COVID-19. The Rosary will be live-streamed on the
diocesan website each night. To volunteer to lead or to find the link to join,
please visit https://formationreimagined.org/rosary-for-hope-and-healing/.
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Pope's letter on the month of May, including full prayers

The full text of Pope Francis' Letter on the Month of May, addressed to
all the faithful throughout the world. ...

Read more
catholic-sf.org

The Apostles of the Sacred Heart of Jesus invite you to spend time in prayer
and adoration before the Blessed Sacrament this Friday via live stream from

Mount Sacred Heart Chapel starting at 9:00 am (EDT).

Each hour will begin with a short prayer and song. The rosary will be prayed
at noon, and we will conclude our time before the Blessed Sacrament by

praying the Divine Mercy Chaplet at 2:30 pm.

To join us in prayer this First Friday, click the button below. 

Mount Sacred Heart Livestream

St Theresa Church in Trumbull offers a First Saturday Devotion each month.
The livestream starts with the 8:00 am Mass followed by the First Saturday
Devotion which consists of the Rosary, Litany of Loreto, Fatima Consecration,
and Meditation.

St. Theresa Livestream
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First Saturday Prayers

Food Pantry Request
The support of our ministry continues to be exceptional
even during these difficult times. Items may be left in the
baskets in the foyer of the church -- weekdays 8 to 10
am and Sunday from 8 am-1 pm. At this time the items in
greatest need are: boxed children's cereal, coffee,
canned tomatoes, canned fruit and tuna. 

Thanks in advance for your continued generosity
and support! Stay safe and be well. 

Thank You for Your Support!
Thank you to everyone who has signed up for Online Giving the past few
months as well as to those who are mailing pr dropping off their weekly
envelopes. Your continued generosity and support are appreciated and vital to
the financial health of the parish!

Online Giving

Masses
The Mass for this past Sunday April
26th is posted and can be viewed
from our photo gallery at
https://saintjude.smugmug.com/2020/
Videos/Video-newsletters.

If you have a special prayer intention
that you would like to have offered
during my daily private celebration of
the Mass, please email your request
to prayer.requests@stjuderc.com.

Unfortunately, we are unable to
provide livestream Masses at this
time.

A list of daily live streamed Masses is
available at
https://www.bridgeportdiocese.org/cor
onavirus/livestreamed-masses-and-
prayers/

The Act of Spiritual Communion is
posted below for your convenience.

Act of Spiritual Communion

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love
You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot
at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to
You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
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Office Hours 

To help protect staff and clergy, we
are currently restricting visits to the
parish office. Parishioners are
encouraged if they have questions,
concerns or pastoral needs to contact
the office by phone: (203)-261-6404
or
e-mail: parish.office@stjuderc.com
 
Voice mails and e-mails will be
monitored for appropriate response.

Church Hours 
For Private Prayer and

Confession 

Weekdays, 8 am until 10 am.

Saturdays, Church is closed.
Drive by confessions at 3 PM.

Sundays, 7:30 am until 1:00 pm. 

Email Us

St Jude Parish
707 Monroe Tpke

Monroe, CT 06468
203-261-6404
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