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Christ’s Victory is Our Victory

BRIDGEPORT—“Christ’s victory is our victory, a
victory for all those willing to persevere and be
patient in His life,” Bishop Frank J. Caggiano said in
his Easter morning homily at St. Augustine
Cathedral, where he has celebrated all Holy Week
Masses.

“This Easter it may be harder than any before to see
the signs of this victory. Once again I come here to
celebrate Mass essentially alone. I miss all of you

not being here as you are in your homes hunkered down in safety, trying to be
free from an invisible enemy in our midst,” said the bishop in his life-streamed
homily.

“Just as this deadly virus has passed from person to person, consider with me
that Christ’s victory also passes from person to person this Easter morning,” he
told the faithful as he asked them to think of all those who are in hospital beds,
isolated in quarantine or on the front lines struggling to serve people during the
pandemic."

In his homily the bishop focused on the garden as an image of growth, beauty
and eternal life but also a place of human suffering.

“The saga of Christ’s death began in the Garden of Gethsemane, where Lord
surrendered to His father’s will and showed us how much he loved us.”
The bishop said that Christ’s resurrection created a new garden that has
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triumphed over sin and suffering and death. “The tomb is empty because Lord
has risen in victory.”

“As we gather this Easter morning, this most unusual of Easters that you and I
are celebrating together, let us recall the great in-breaking of Divine Life, the
victory over death that occurred in a garden which featured a tomb hewn out of
rock. In fact, the story of our salvation began in the first garden when Adam
and Eve were tossed out in search of redemption.”

He said that every gardener longs for seeds to grow, but must learn patience
and perseverance, and during difficult times may ask, “What kind of garden?
Where is life and beauty ? What are the signs of Easter beauty?”

The Divine Mercy Sunday Mass at St. Jude

The videotape of the Divine Mercy Sunday Mass is now posted on the
Saint Jude website. Fr. Henry is the celebrant and homilist. In addition, a
wonderful rendition of the Divine Mercy Chaplet sung by members of our
Music Ministry with a reflection by Fr. Henry is posted at the same
location.

Divine Mercy Mass and Chaplet

The Image of The Divine Mercy

In 1931, our Lord appeared to St. Faustina in
a vision. She saw Jesus clothed in a white
garment with His right hand raised in
blessing. His left hand was touching His
garment in the area of the Heart, from where
two large rays came forth, one red and the
other pale. She gazed intently at the Lord in
silence, her soul filled with awe, but also with
great joy. Jesus said to her: 

Paint an image according to the pattern you
see, with the signature: Jesus, I trust in You. I
promise that the soul that will venerate this
image will not perish. I also promise victory
over [its] enemies already here on earth,
especially at the hour of death. I Myself will
defend it as My own glory (Diary, 47, 48). I
am offering people a vessel with which they
are to keep coming for graces to the fountain
of mercy. That vessel is this image with the
signature: Jesus, I trust in You (327). I desire
that this image be venerated, first in your
chapel, and [then] throughout the world (47). 
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At the request of her spiritual director, St. Faustina asked the Lord about the
meaning of the rays in the image. She heard these words in reply: 

The two rays denote Blood and Water. The pale ray stands for the Water
which makes souls righteous. The red ray stands for the Blood which is the life
of souls. These two rays issued forth from the depths of My tender mercy when
My agonized Heart was opened by a lance on the Cross. Happy is the one
who will dwell in their shelter, for the just hand of God shall not lay hold of him
(299). By means of this image I shall grant many graces to souls. It is to be a
reminder of the demands of My mercy, because even the strongest faith is of
no avail without works (742). 

These words indicate that the Image represents the graces of Divine Mercy
poured out upon the world, especially through Baptism and the Eucharist. 

Many different versions of this image have been painted, but our Lord made it
clear that the painting itself is not what is important. When St. Faustina first
saw the original image that was being painted under her direction, she wept in
disappointment and complained to Jesus: "Who will paint You as beautiful as
You are?" (313). 

In answer, she heard these words: "Not in the beauty of the color, nor of the
brush lies the greatness of this image, but in My grace" (313). 

So, no matter which version of the image we prefer, we can be assured that it
is a vehicle of God’s grace if it is revered with trust in His mercy.

St. Jude Youth Ministry Announcements

Happy Spring to our St. Jude Families, I hope you all had a
lovely Easter weekend and were able to take some time to
relax with your family and enjoy the weather. I wanted to
provide a quick youth ministry update. 

Parents & Parish Adults: Please Join us NEXT
Tuesday 04/21 at 7pm for an Introductory Meeting & to
hear more about volunteering and future goals

Teens: Please Join us NEXT Thursday 04/23 at 7pm
for Community Building & Service Project Planning

If you are interested in joining either meeting please email Shannon
at: shannon.carey@stjuderc.com 

What to Look for Next Week: Service Project Announcement & Elementary
School Activity

Thoughts from Pope Francis

May Our Common Difficulties Lead To Greater Unity
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As our entire global family shares in the common challenge of
experiencing the Coronavirus pandemic, Pope Francis urges
us to pray that God might give us the grace of unity. “In these
difficult times, may God allow us to discover the communion
that binds us and the unity which is always greater than any
division.”

*************************

Pope Francis Calls Us All To Be Peacemakers. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters: “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be
called sons of God” (Mt 5:9). A worldly understanding of a type of peace is
when we experience interior serenity. Yet Jesus calls us to go beyond this, to
establish a peace among our brothers and sisters throughout the world. In this
Easter season we see Jesus bringing the gift of his own peace, a fruit of his
death and resurrection. The Lord bestows his gift not as the world does –
where worldly “peace” is often understood as interior serenity or tranquility. A
peacemaker, then, must go beyond seeking his or her own inner peace and be
someone who, by God’s grace, imitates Jesus in bringing reconciliation to
others by giving of themselves, always and everywhere! Those who do so are
true children of God and show us the way of true happiness. Once again, I
wish you all joy, in the peace of Christ! In the joy of the Risen Christ, I invoke
upon you and your families the loving mercy of God our Father. May the Lord
bless you!

Join The St Jude Clergy In Praying
The Regina Caeli

There are many wonderful things about our Church and one is that Clergy
throughout the world say the same prayers throughout the day. In this way, we
are all praying in one voice. 

Would you like to join us (Fr Jim, Deacon John, Deacon Dave and me), from
the convenience of your own home, and at your leisure? All I ask is that at
some point in the evening, you pray the Regina Caeli, as we clergy pray this
prayer as the last prayer of the day before we go to bed. 

That way we will all be praying the same prayer at some point in the evening
— a prayer addressed to Our Lady, in honor of Jesus’ Resurrection. 

Thank you for praying with us,
Fr Henry 

Regina Caeli: English Translation

This is one of four Marian antiphons, with following versicles and prayers,
traditionally said or sung after night prayer, immediately before going to sleep.
It is said throughout Eastertide. (That is, from Easter Day through Pentecost,



the seventh Sunday after Easter.)

The Regina caeli is also said in place of the Angelus during Eastertide.

O Queen of Heaven

V. Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia. 
R. For He whom you did merit to bear, alleluia. 
V. Has risen, as he said, alleluia. 
R. Pray for us to God, alleluia.
V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia. 
R. For the Lord has truly risen, alleluia.
Let us pray. O God, who gave joy to the world through the resurrection of Thy
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, grant we beseech Thee, that through the
intercession of the Virgin Mary, His Mother, we may obtain the joys of
everlasting life. Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.

Audio of Regina Caeli

A Thank You from the Finance Committee
Thanks to those who have recently signed up for on-line giving and to all of you
who have so generously supported our parish financially. It is a blessing to see
the response to our on line giving program and it is very much appreciated!

This is a gentle reminder that Easter is not only the most important and most
joyous Holy day of the year, it is also the Holy day with which we most rely on
financially as a parish. Accordingly, we'd like to thank you in advance for your
most generous Easter gift and encourage those who have not yet signed up to
make your Easter offering online. Sign up is safe and easy. Simply click the
link below to get started. 

And remember, even if you do not itemize your deductions, you will be able to
claim a $300 charitable deduction on your 2020 tax return.

As always, many thanks and God bless you. 

Vin Pescosolido
Finance Council Chairman

St Jude Online Giving

Divine Mercy Novena
Friday April 10 to Saturday April 18

Today is Day 8 of the Novena
Divine Mercy Sunday is April 19

The Marian Fathers at the National Shrine of The Divine
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Mercy will livestream the Chaplet of The Divine Mercy at
3:00 p.m.  and the Rosary at 5:00 p.m., and will post both of

those after the livestream as well.

https://www.thedivinemercy.org/videos/watch-novena-chaplet-
benediction-and-blessing-relic

The Divine Mercy Novena of Chaplets

A novena is typically nine days of prayer in preparation of a celebration of a
feast day. At the National Shrine of The Divine Mercy, the Chaplet of Divine
Mercy Novena is recited perpetually at the Hour of Great Mercy — the three
o'clock hour.

The Chaplet can be said anytime, but the Lord specifically asked that it be
recited as a novena. He promised, "By this Novena (of Chaplets), I will grant
every possible grace to souls."

Intentions
For each of the nine days, our Lord gave Saint Faustina a different
intention:
All mankind, especially sinners; the souls of priests and religious; all devout
and faithful souls; those who do not believe in God and those who do not yet
know Jesus; the souls who have separated themselves from the Church; the
meek and humble souls and the souls of little children; the souls who
especially venerate and glorify His mercy; the souls detained in purgatory; and
souls who have become lukewarm.

"I desire that during these nine days you bring souls to the fountain of My
mercy, that they may draw therefrom strength and refreshment and whatever
grace they have need of in the hardships of life, and especially at the hour of
death" (Diary, 1209).

What You Can Do
You, too, can make a novena of prayer for these intentions and others,
especially by praying the Chaplet of The Divine Mercy or by participating in our
current novena.

How to pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet

St Jude Church Is
Open 

For Private Prayer and
Confession 
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Weekdays, 8 am until 10 am.
Saturdays, Church is closed. Drive by
confessions at 3 PM.
Sundays, 7:30 am until 1:00 pm. 
-----------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------
The Divine Mercy Sunday Mass at
St. Jude Church is now posted at

https://saintjude.smugmug.com/2020/Videos/Video-newsletters.

Unfortunately, we are unable to provide livestream Masses at this time. Sunday
Masses will be pre-taped and may also be viewed at
https://saintjude.smugmug.com/2020/Videos/Video-newsletters.

A list of daily live streamed Masses is available at
https://www.bridgeportdiocese.org/coronavirus/livestreamed-masses-and-
prayers/

Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love
You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot
at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to
You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

Pope's Prayer for the
Intercession of Mary for

Healing and Protection from the Coronavirus

Let us join in praying the English translation of an excerpt from Our Holy
Father”s own prayer, asking the Blessed Virgin Mary to intercede for us, for
healing and protection from the coronavirus.

O Blessed Virgin Mary,
you always shine on our path
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as a sign of salvation and of hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping your faith firm.

You know what we need,
and we are sure you will provide
so that, as in Cana of Galilee,
we may return to joy and to feasting
after this time of trial.

Help us to see how Jesus took upon himself our sufferings
and carried our sorrows
to lead us, through the cross,
to the joy of the resurrection.

Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God. Do not disdain the
entreaties of we who are in trial, but deliver us from every danger, O glorious
and blessed Virgin.

Email Us

St Jude Parish
707 Monroe Tpke

Monroe, CT 06468
203-261-6404
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