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The Lord Is Risen! Alleluia!
Fellow St Jude Parishioners:

The Lord is risen! Our Redeemer lives! 

Such great news the message cannot be
contained in a single Sunday, nor in a single
week, nor in a single month. Easter is so big
that it fills out an entire three months!

We spend a full lenten forty days preparing ourselves for Easter Sunday, and
spend the next fifty days celebrating Easter. A grand total of ninety days, or
three months. 

The forty days of our lenten preparation reflect the forty day and forty year
preparation times, as recounted in the Bible. 

Moses and the People of Israel spent forty years preparing to enter the
promised land. Moses spent forty days on the mountain in preparation for
receiving the ten commandments. Jesus spent forty days in the desert in
preparation for launching his public ministry. Jesus spent forty days after this
resurrection, preparing the Apostles for his Ascension, when they would be
responsible for taking the Church forward. 

After our forty days of Lenten preparation, we celebrate Easter Sunday. Jesus
is risen! Our Redeemer lives!

https://www.stjuderc.org/
https://www.stjuderc.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6858gWzJXPY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u8S55HgjHXg


And twenty-four hours later, on Easter Monday we continue to celebrate Easter
Sunday. Same for Tuesday and Wednesday, and the Tuesday and
Wednesday and Thursday of the following week, and the week after that, and
the week after that. 

Our celebration of Easter Sunday for fifty days finds its roots in biblical tradition
of celebrating for an entire week, as well as for an entire week of weeks. 

The message of Easter is too big to be contained in a single day. Therefore,
we raise up the seven days following Easter as days of rejoicing. Usually
recited or sung only on Sundays, we recite the Gloria daily over the course of
the seven days following Easter. 

The message of Easter is too big to be contained in a single week. Therefore
we raise up the week of weeks (7x7 or 49 days) after Easter, as days of
rejoicing. Readings and mass prayers are included for the First Week of
Easter, the Second Week of Easter… the Sixth Week of Easter, the Seventh
Week of Easter. 

After celebrating Easter for a full week of weeks or 49 days, we cap it all off
with Pentecost, which in biblical tradition is the fiftieth day of
celebration. Pentecost is also ten days after the Ascension. Before Jesus’
ascension into heaven (which takes place 40 days after Easter), Jesus
promises the Apostles that he will not leave them alone, but that he will send
the Holy Spirit. It is fiftieth day of the Easter Celebration that we have
Pentecost, the Coming of the Holy Spirit. 

Yes, Easter is too big to be contained in a single day or a single week or a
single month. Preparation for and celebration of Easter fills out an entire ninety
days or three months. 

And the forty days of lenten preparation and the fifty days of post-celebration
find their foots in biblical tradition. 

Jesus is risen! Our Redeemer lives! Let us celebrate for a full fifty days
culminating in Pentecost on May 31. 

All joy in the risen Lord,
Fr Henry 

Pope Francis said doctors and nurses represent the
“saints next door” during this pandemic crisis,

because they risk their lives to serve.



Prayer For Those Affected by the Coronavirus Pandemic
and Medical Workers Who Care for Them 

The Holy Father has thanked all the nurses, doctors and volunteers who,
despite their incredible exhaustion, offer themselves, with patience and
kindness, as these health care providers give their lives in service of the
sick. Thoughts that are echoed by the president of the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops, Archbishop José H. Gomez of Los
Angeles. “Please join me in praying for those in hospitals and nursing homes,
and for all those in the medical profession who bring hope and healing.” Our
own Bishop Caggiano joins in with the words, “Please join me in praying for
those in hospitals and nursing homes, and for all those in the medical
profession who bring hope and healing.”

The Easter Sunday Mass at St. Jude Church is posted at
https://saintjude.smugmug.com/2020/Videos/Video-newsletters.

Pope Francis: As Long As The Coronavirus
Has A Grip Over Us, We Will Continue To Live
Holy Saturday

Two thousand years ago, Jesus’ immediate followers had
witnessed the death of the charismatic leader whom they had
followed so closely for the past three years. Similarly, we are

watching and experiencing before our very eyes the tragedy of the
Coronavirus pandemic. 

Jesus’ followers witnessed is death and it weighed heavily on their hearts. We
are witnesses and experiencing the effects of the current pandemic and its
weighs heavily on our hearts. 

But the women of Jesus’ immediate following die not allow his death to
paralyze them. Rather, their response to his death was to do something simple
yet extraordinary — they prepared at home the spices to anoint Jesus’
body. While, another woman, Our Lady, spent the entire day in prayer. 

Little did they know that Jesus, like a seed buried in the ground, was about to
make new life blossom in the world; and these women, by prayer and love,
were helping to make that hope flower. 

https://saintjude.smugmug.com/2020/Videos/Video-newsletters
https://saintjude.smugmug.com/2020/Videos/Video-newsletters


As we celebrate the Easter Sunday message of the Risen Lord, in a very real
and profound way, we still find ourselves living out Holy Saturday. And we can
look to the the women of Jesus’ immediate following, for an example of how
we can act with hope. 

As did the women not stop loving and hoping, so we are to continue to love
and hope.

In today’s pandemic-haunted world, explained our Holy Father, many people,
in these sad days, have done and are still doing what those women did,
sowing seeds of hope! With small gestures of care, affection and prayer.

Today, as pilgrims in search of hope, we cling to you, Risen Jesus. We open
our hearts to you, for you are Life itself.

Bishop Caggiano: The Waters Of
Baptism Have Set Us Free

Easter is a time for us to celebrate that the waters of
Baptism have set us free, even at a time when many
people are overcome with fear and anxiety, said
Bishop Frank Caggiano. The Easter message of
Jesus’ resurrection is the night of our victory, of our
hope and encouragement, particularly this Easter

with all of its challenges, suffering , loneliness and tears. The waters may be
rising around us but they will not drown us, they will not take us. The risen Lord
will set us free.

My dear brothers and sisters, as our Lord Jesus passed over from death to life,
the Church calls on its sons and daughters scattered throughout the world to
come together to watch and pray. If we keep the memorial in this way, listen to
his word, celebrate his mysteries, we will have the hope of sharing in his
triumph over death.

When I was a young boy, my father and uncle took me to Coney Island, with
the promise that they would teach me how to swim. As we waded waist deep
in the water, they unexpectedly picked me up and threw me out into the
deeper water. I was overcome with fear and it caused me to panic, as I found
myself under the waves. 

I remember being unable to breathe until a hand reached down and raised me
up out of the water. I immediately gasped for air, and that breath I took as I
emerged from the waters of Coney Island was the deepest breath I have ever
taken.

Whenever I celebrate the Easter litury, I remember that one incident, and that
one breath that I took, because we may all find ourselves gasping for air at
some point in our lives.

None of us is a stranger to waters that threaten us and lead to fear anxiety,
suffering, and doubt. It can be overwhelming. We are living in a time when
many are struggling, where the boat of our lives is letting in water, and some



feel as if they are downing. The Easter message is that Christ reaches deep
down into those waters and raises us up to breathe his life of grace.

The waters of baptism bring us the promise that no matter how deep the
waves, how big the storm, the hand of Jesus has grasped us in Baptism. Jesus
will never let go. We are in the hands of the father who has made us his sons
and daughters, given us breath of his spirit, and allowed us to share in the
Easter victory.

While suffering, loss and death are inevitable in every life, the resurrection is
our hope in Jesus, the first born, who has gone before us. He has broken the
back of suffering and death for all eternity. Though we will always be
acquainted with suffering, we sing our Alleluia because we have had the
courage to first go up to Calvary, to sit with Lord in his passion and death and
even in the quiet of his burial.

The promise of Baptism is that the breath of this life that will one day fail for all
of us is replaced by a breath that will last forever– God indwelling in us the
breath of eternal life.

There are still challenges ahead of us, and they may at time seems daunting.
We must remember that Christ is victorious and we will be victorious in him.
Just reach out and grasp his hand and he will do the rest.

Divine Mercy Novena
Friday April 10 to Saturday April 18

Today is Day 4 of the Novena

The Marian Fathers at the National Shrine of The Divine
Mercy will livestream the Chaplet of The Divine Mercy at

3:00 p.m.  and the Rosary at 5:00 p.m., and will post both of
those after the livestream as well.

https://www.thedivinemercy.org/videos/watch-novena-chaplet-
benediction-and-blessing-relic

The Divine Mercy Novena of Chaplets

A novena is typically nine days of prayer in preparation of a celebration of a
feast day. At the National Shrine of The Divine Mercy, the Chaplet of Divine
Mercy Novena is recited perpetually at the Hour of Great Mercy — the three
o'clock hour.

The Chaplet can be said anytime, but the Lord specifically asked that it be
recited as a novena. He promised, "By this Novena (of Chaplets), I will grant
every possible grace to souls."

https://www.thedivinemercy.org/videos/watch-novena-chaplet-benediction-and-blessing-relic


Intentions
For each of the nine days, our Lord gave Saint Faustina a different
intention:
All mankind, especially sinners; the souls of priests and religious; all devout
and faithful souls; those who do not believe in God and those who do not yet
know Jesus; the souls who have separated themselves from the Church; the
meek and humble souls and the souls of little children; the souls who
especially venerate and glorify His mercy; the souls detained in purgatory; and
souls who have become lukewarm.

"I desire that during these nine days you bring souls to the fountain of My
mercy, that they may draw therefrom strength and refreshment and whatever
grace they have need of in the hardships of life, and especially at the hour of
death" (Diary, 1209).

What You Can Do
You, too, can make a novena of prayer for these intentions and others,
especially by praying the Chaplet of The Divine Mercy or by participating in our
current novena.

How to pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet

St Jude Church Is
Open 

For Private Prayer and
Confession 

Weekdays, 8 am until 10 am.
Saturdays, Church is closed. Drive by
confessions at 3 PM.
Sundays, 7:30 am until 1:00 pm. 

Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love
You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot
at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to
You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

Pope's Prayer for the
Intercession of Mary for

Healing and Protection from the Coronavirus

https://www.thedivinemercy.org/message/devotions/chaplet
https://www.shrineofdivinemercy.org/novena-list/?source=tdm-devo
https://files.constantcontact.com/6f819e9d701/7a348748-bd66-4cb1-b872-e156a967368d.pdf


Let us join in praying the English translation of an excerpt from Our Holy
Father”s own prayer, asking the Blessed Virgin Mary to intercede for us, for
healing and protection from the coronavirus.

O Blessed Virgin Mary,
you always shine on our path
as a sign of salvation and of hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping your faith firm.

You know what we need,
and we are sure you will provide
so that, as in Cana of Galilee,
we may return to joy and to feasting
after this time of trial.

Help us to see how Jesus took upon himself our sufferings
and carried our sorrows
to lead us, through the cross,
to the joy of the resurrection.

Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God. Do not disdain the
entreaties of we who are in trial, but deliver us from every danger, O glorious
and blessed Virgin.
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