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Easter Sunday, April 12

The Lord Is Risen! Alleluia!
Fellow St Jude Parishioners,

We long to be free of the grip that the
Coronavirus has over us. In a united effort, as a
human family, we work tirelessly all day,
everyday, to find the proper response and
ultimately the cure for the coronavirus. And so we

will resume our all-important and all-out effort tomorrow. 

But on this day, let us pause to lose ourselves in the reality that Jesus has set
us free from the all-powerful grip that sin and death had over us.
 
While on a very real and human level, in the face of this Coronavirus, we dread
the thought of loss of health and eventually life itself for ourselves, our family,
our friends, and all of our brothers and sisters spread over the globe, and
rightly so for the pain and fear that comes along with such loss. Still, let us
pause for a moment on this Easter day to lose ourselves in the immensity that
is Jesus’ resurrection. 

He conquered death itself. Sure, we all will die a natural death, and some much
sooner than expected owing to the Coronavirus, and as horrible as that is, let
us find consolation that our earthly death is not the end, but rather a gateway
to everlasting life. When death does eventually claim one of our loved ones or
us, in faith, we can take comfort that as the tomb was not the final end for
Jesus, so the grave is not the final end for us, but rather death is a rebirth into
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eternal life. 

For the moment, for this entire Easter day, let us lose ourselves in the reality
that Jesus is our ultimate leader. He is truly the one-man show. He is the
author of the law and commandments for us to follow. He is judge, jury, and—
with Good Friday still fresh in our minds—we know that he is also the
executed. Not because he, himself, sinned, which being God, he was
incapable of doing, but rather because we sinned and he stepped in to take the
punishment that was due to us, owing to our own sins.

We can wipe the perspiration from our forehead in relief as we lose ourselves
in the Paschal mystery that we can step into the confessional at the back of the
Church, or in this time of social distancing, come to drive-up confessions and
be forgiven of our sins. We are spared the punishment because Jesus stepped
in on our behalf.

Let us take today, this Easter Sunday, to reflect on the immensity of change
that Jesus has brought about in our lives, both in this life, and in the life to
come. 

Jesus has conquered the bonds of death. Jesus has freed us from our slavery
—not to the Egyptians, not to the Philistines—but from our slavery to sin
itself. Jesus has given us not another Moses or another King David or more
recent leader, but his very self as our Lord and Savior, and the King who will
rule all of creation in his Second Coming. Jesus instituted the sacraments that
welcome us into God’s family and ultimately lead us to the holiness of that final
invitation to spend eternal life losing ourselves in the beatific vision of the
Trinity. And one day soon, we will return to our St Jude Church to partake as a
community in the Eucharistic meal. 

Jesus has risen from the dead. Jesus changed history forever. Jesus changed
our lives forever.

Let us lose ourselves in that wonder. And then, come tomorrow morning, let
our Easter rejoicing gives us the strength and spirit to renew our quest to find
the proper response and cure for the Coronavirus. 
All joy in the resurrected Jesus,

Fr Henry 

The Easter Sunday Mass at St. Jude Church is posted at
https://saintjude.smugmug.com/2020/Videos/Video-newsletters.

Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love
You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot
at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to
You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
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Pope's Prayer for the
Intercession of Mary for

Healing and Protection from the Coronavirus

Let us join in praying the English translation of an excerpt from Our Holy
Father”s own prayer, asking the Blessed Virgin Mary to intercede for us, for
healing and protection from the coronavirus.

O Blessed Virgin Mary,
you always shine on our path
as a sign of salvation and of hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping your faith firm.

You know what we need,
and we are sure you will provide
so that, as in Cana of Galilee,
we may return to joy and to feasting
after this time of trial.

Help us to see how Jesus took upon himself our sufferings
and carried our sorrows
to lead us, through the cross,
to the joy of the resurrection.

Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God. Do not disdain the
entreaties of we who are in trial, but deliver us from every danger, O glorious
and blessed Virgin.
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