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A Message from Father Henry
April 3, 2020

Fellow Parishioners of our St Jude Parish Family:

Please know that in this time, when you have been asked for reasons of health
and safety to refrain from attending mass in person, Fr Jim and I are
celebrating daily mass in private, on your behalf. Dear to our hearts are the
mass intentions that you had booked for each day, as well as all of your private
and personal intentions that you hold in the silence of your own heart. 

As we celebrate each mass, we prayerfully recite the particular words for that
day that the Church has chosen. The Church has just issued special mass
prayers imploring God to bring an end to the Pandemic under the title Mass In
Time Of Pandemic. Because of the uniform nature of the mass, all priests are
to recite the same mass prayers throughout the world. I ask that you find some
consolation as you read an example of a few of the many words that Fr Jim
and I will now prayerfully recite during mass. “Look with compassion on the
afflicted, grant eternal rest to the dead, comfort to mourners, healing to the
sick, peace to the dying, strength to health care workers, wisdom to our
leaders and the courage to reach out to all in love, so that together we may
give glory to your holy name.”

Also, please find further consolation in knowing that on Good Friday, all priests
around the world are to prayerfully recite the following words. Pray for those
who suffer the consequences of this pandemic… "Ask God to look with
compassion on the sorrowful condition of your children who suffer because of
this pandemic; relieve the pain of the sick; give strength to those who care for
them; welcome into your peace those who have died; and, throughout this time
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of tribulation, grant that we may all find comfort in your merciful love."

Sincerely, Fr Henry 

Pope Francis’ Call to Pray for the Seniors

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G1ukF-TSJXs&feature=emb_title

Pope Francis urges us “to look even more closely at our roots: our
grandparents, the elderly.” Remember the seniors who are suffering from
loneliness and isolation, due to the spread of the Coronavirus. “The elderly
who have given us wisdom, life, history — let us be near them in prayer. Pray
for the seniors who are suffering now in a particular way, with great interior
solitude and sometimes great fear. Let us pray that the Lord would be close to
our grandfathers and grandmothers — to all the elderly — and give them
strength.” 

Fr. Henry's Palm Sunday Reading of the Gospel and Homily is now
posted at

https://saintjude.smugmug.com/2020/Videos/Video-newsletters.

A Financial Message to our Parishioners
First, thank you for all the outstanding support that you have given to the
Parish over the years, which has been a major factor behind our return to
financial stability. However, our St. Jude Parish is now experiencing the
financial difficulties that many are experiencing, due to the loss of our Sunday
collection.  We are taking a number of steps to lower our expenses, and will
communicate more on that next week.  In the meantime we are encouraging
you to make your gifts to the Parish of St. Jude online during this time, if you
are not already doing so. It is safe and easy, and you remain in control of your
giving.  Simply click the link below to get started. And if you are unable to do
that, you can always mail your weekly offering to us. As always, your support
and contributions are greatly appreciated.
 
Vin Pescosolido
Finance Council Chairperson

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G1ukF-TSJXs&feature=emb_title
https://saintjude.smugmug.com/2020/Videos/Video-newsletters


St Jude Online Giving

Ave Maria

An extraordinary rendition of Ave
Maria by our very own Director of
Music Ministry David Baranowski and
his talented wife Jennifer Marshall!

Ave Maria

https://saintjude.smugmug.com/2020/
Videos/Ave-Maria-David-Baronowski-
and-Jennifer-Marshall/

Thoughts and Prayers from Pope Francis

Fear Not: Of All The Commands In The Bible, The
OneThat Occurs The Most Frequently Is Fear Not Or
Be Not Afraid. 

In these days of so much uncertainty and suffering, said
Pope Francis, there's a lot of fear. The fear of the elderly
who are alone in nursing homes, or hospitals, or in their
own homes, and don't know what will happen. The fear of
those who don’t have regular jobs and are thinking about
how to feed their children. They foresee they may go

hungry. The fear of many civil servants. At this moment they're working to keep
society functioning and they might get sick. There’s also the fear, the fears, of
each one of us. Each one knows what their own fears are. Amid fear, we pray
for faith as we trust in the Lord, who is the resurrection and the life.  Let us
hand over our fears to him so that he can conquer them.  Like the disciples on
the stormy Sea of Galilee, he said, we will experience that, with him on board,
there will be no shipwreck, because this is God's strength.  We pray to the Lord
that He might help us to trust in Him so that he may relieve us of our fears.

Pope Francis Prays for Families Facing Financial Hardship

“Let us pray today for those experiencing economic hardship from the
pandemic, because they cannot work.” This was Pope Francis’ prayer intention
for the morning Mass he celebrated. “All of this affects the family. We pray for
those people who are experiencing this challenge.” He went on in his homily to
speak of faith, perseverance and courage.

Faith is the first requirement for “true prayer”, Pope Francis said. “Many times
prayer is only spoken words that doesn't come from the heart. True prayer

https://www.stjuderc.org/online-giving.html
https://saintjude.smugmug.com/2020/Videos/Ave-Maria-David-Baronowski-and-Jennifer-Marshall/
https://saintjude.smugmug.com/2020/Videos/Ave-Maria-David-Baronowski-and-Jennifer-Marshall/


requires faith, an attention to the Lord, an awareness that the Lord is here, that
I'm speaking with the Lord and is with me, with us.”

The second requirement for true prayer, the Pope said, is perseverance. Jesus
himself teaches us this. He then cited the parables in which Jesus teaches us
perseverance: the person who woke up his neighbor in the middle of the night
for bread, and the widow before the unjust judge.

God wants us to pray courageously. This is the third requirement, the Pope
said. To remain before the Lord: yes, courage is necessary. Moses’s courage
before God… Abraham’s courage when he negotiates the salvation of Sodom.
‘What if there are 30? What if there are 20?’ Courage. This virtue of courage is
very much needed, not only for apostolic works, but also for prayer.”

The Pope then concluded his homily reflecting on what we are all experiencing
in these days. “Faith, perseverance and courage. In these days, it's necessary
to pray in faith, with perseverance and with courage, for the Lord’s
intervention. 

Prayer Requests and Intentions
by Fr. Jim

An Offering of Prayers

This past weekend marks the second we have
experienced without the public celebration of the
Mass here in the Diocese of Bridgeport. With Palm
Sunday only a week away, it is almost
inconceivable to contemplate the reality that we will

not be able to gather as a community of faith to celebrate Holy Week, the
Triduum, and the triumphant resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ on Easter
Sunday just two weeks away. It is as heartbreaking as it is unfathomable; but
the risks to human life and health presented by the COVID-19 pandemic
require of us a sacrifice in order to protect those we love. And we should
always remember that it is a sacrifice, a giving of ourselves in charity and love,
that we offer during this Lent, as we shelter-in-place and practice social
distancing.

Sadly, the practice of isolation and the inability to gather to worship our faith as
a community can leave many of us feeling isolated and alone. Fr. Henry and I
celebrate the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass in private every day for the people of
St. Jude and for all of the intentions you see in weekly bulletin. That said, I
know that many of the faithful find it a great comfort to offer their own prayers
and petitions in church before the Holy Eucharist. It is for this reason that I wish
to offer to the people of St. Jude a way to have their special prayer intentions
offered during the celebration of the Mass in a more tangible way.

If you have a special prayer intention that you would like to have offered during
my daily private celebration of the Mass, please email your request to
prayer.requests@stjuderc.com. I will offer all requests received at my next
Mass. All emails will be deleted after the requested intention has been offered.

mailto:prayer.requests@stjuderc.com


Please know that you are all in my daily prayers and devotions, as well as my
daily celebration of the Mass. Stay faithful and remember that God hears all of
our prayers and will help us through this difficult time until we can all gather
again as a community to give Glory to God.

For Prayer Request and Intentions

prayer.requests@stjuderc.com

- Fr. Jim Bates, Parochial Vicar

Parishes Offer Innovative
Ways To Receive The
Sacraments
 March 31, 2020

MONORE—As a reminder that God is always near, especially in times of trouble,
our parishes are going to great lengths to provide parishioners with spiritual
fulfillment.

Father Henry Hoffman, pastor of St. Jude in Monroe and Father Jim Bates, parochial
vicar began offering a new way for parishioners to receive the sacrament of
reconciliation in these times of social distancing.

“Lent is a penitential time in which we spend several weeks preparing ourselves for
the Resurrection of the Lord. An essential element of that preparation is attending
confessions,” explained Father Hoffman. Father Hoffman shared that seeing other
parishes offer drive-through confessions inspired he and Father Bates to do the
same. “In this way, the parishioners can still confess their sins and receive
absolution while observing social distancing,” he says.

In a message to the faithful, Father Jim Bates wrote, “At the designated time, rain or
shine, the priests of St. Jude will be seated by the curb outside the church; you may
pull your car up to the priest and make your confession from a safe distance while
maintaining complete privacy. As with confession in the church, only one penitent
and the priest can participate, so you must be in your car alone.”
Father Hoffman and Bates set up two outdoor stations on either side of the church,
both of which filled up quickly. “At one point we had several cars in each of the lines,
with the driver’s allowing enough space between cars, to provide the necessary
privacy for the penitent,” explained Father Hoffman.

mailto:prayer.requests@stjuderc.com


The threat of COVID-19 has presented us with many challenges, but these clergy
members see an opportunity to continue to make the sacraments available to the
faithful. “We need to find creative ways to make the Sacrament of Penance available
while still observing social distancing,” says Father Hoffman, recalling the story of
Zacchaeus, who had to come up with a creative way to see Jesus (Luke 19:1).

“In the face of this horrible pandemic, I see us as a human family coming together,
and I believe that the bonds we forge will continue to hold us together well into the
future,” Father Hoffman says.

When asked how one can maintain their spiritual life during this time, Father
Hoffman offers, “I have found that prayer, in particular addressed to Our Lady, is of
paramount importance. I especially appreciate the Holy Father’s recent words,
‘Under your protection, we seek refuge, Mother of God. Do not disdain the
entreaties of we who are in trial, but deliver us from every danger, O glorious and
Blessed Virgin.’”

Father Bates offers these words of encouragement, “The Church is neither idle nor
is it silent; while the current pandemic has threatened to separate and drive us apart
as a nation and as a community of faith, the celebration of the Holy Sacrifice of the
Mass continues, we are united in prayer, and we are finding ways to offer the
sacraments to the faithful while keeping all of us safe.”

St Jude Church Is Open
For Private Prayer and Confession 

Weekdays, 8 am until 10 am.

Saturdays, Drive by confessions in
the back of the Church building at 3
PM.

Sundays, 7:30 am until 1:00 pm.

Photo credit: Karin Tierney 

Holy Week Confession Schedule
Sunday, April 5, 2020, Palm Sunday, 5-6pm

Tuesday, April 7, 2020, 5-6:30pm

Wednesday, April 8, 2020, 4-5pm and 8-9pm confessions

Bishop's Celebration of Holy Week Liturgies
will be live streamed

Video of Fr. Henry's Palm Sunday Gospel Reading and Homily is posted
at https://saintjude.smugmug.com/2020/Videos/Video-newsletters

https://saintjude.smugmug.com/2020/Videos/Video-newsletters


Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion: Sunday, April 5 at 8 am
Chrism Mass: Thursday, April 9 at 10 am
Mass of the Lord’s Supper: Thursday, April 9 at 7 pm
The Passion of the Lord: Friday, April 10 at 3 pm
Easter Vigil in the Holy Night: Saturday, April 11 at 7 pm

Check www.bridgeportdiocese.org for live streaming details!

Live Stream of First Friday Adoration
Mount Sacred Heart in Hamden

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION AT MOUNT SACRED HEART
Join us in adoration and prayer for all those affected by the coronavirus
pandemic.

Each hour will begin with a short prayer and a song. The remainder of each
hour will be silent adoration.

At 3:00 PM (EDT) we will pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet.
Broadcast started 4/3/20 9:00 am ending 4/3/20 4:00 pm.

https://boxcast.tv/view/first-friday-adoration-at-mount-sacred-heart-101776

Online Daily Masses

Fr. Henry's Palm Sunday Reading of the
Gospel and Homily is posted.

St. Jude will not be live streaming daily
Mass as we have very limited resources to

be able to do that. However, we will be pre-taping the homily for
each Sunday and it will be available at
https://saintjude.smugmug.com/2020/Videos/Video-newsletters.

Other Diocesan Parish online masses are listed at
https://www.bridgeportdiocese.org/coronavirus-resources-and-information/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
To prepare for viewing online Mass, please consider the following tips from our
friends at Church of the Holy Spirit - Stamford, as well as the spiritual
Communion Prayer below.

Tips for Praying the Mass through Live Stream:
1. No PJ’s - dress up a bit - even if you’re staying in - it changes your mindset.
It says “This is important!”

2. If you have a crucifix and candles put them on a table nearby.

3. Stand, sit and kneel at the usual times - and do so together as a family -
there’s no sports, events or other things to separate you.

http://www.bridgeportdiocese.org/
https://boxcast.tv/view/first-friday-adoration-at-mount-sacred-heart-101776
https://saintjude.smugmug.com/2020/Videos/Video-newsletters
https://www.bridgeportdiocese.org/coronavirus-resources-and-information/
https://www.facebook.com/churchoftheholyspiritstamford/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARC6T9_6s9LmETi543gofWgMSMgz2dKB_tikY184aUDT5A9An0s4_wCBmQ9cnUID8TmW_isZs4Zob6ET&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDBnZvnq8u8r3G_TKOp_YaVIh6-rVjq_b6vpk_dYw2vW5iQzFIvw2Ix4oXFb11y9Pyx2fHqoz2HPKSC-KwmCSh3jnfzVriS9y3PMO3_ZzN3jgVNdwCT52OJJ0WA89RIrWH90HLJzVa6GnSPbFwCUxKygntIs1nXacPCRyKzRrLG90-z-LgOgzPYwcegzvMh0NLGsqWjE-bkVggaTki5DFmWm5x0Vc8PACml1M_ZjCZRq00OplYRZk0HiDg4dz_F96xmaohtFvci62b495h1O52UIF0CJ5ef6sg6ExD4w9CQEa4e3gYi7NMeoFPYpTJ0jFid


4. Pray for the dead - in your family, in this crisis and for the sick and those
who tend to them.

5. Pray “Lord help me to appreciate the time I have with family, the focus that
this time provides, help me take the right steps to control what I can and
confidently give over to you what I cannot. Help me never to again take my life,
my faith, and my blessings for granted. I resolve to amend my life and ask
forgiveness for my faults. Amen”

6. Make a Solemn Act of Spiritual Communion. Jesus gives us many gifts in
the Holy Eucharist. Jesus will not deprive us of these gifts and graces if it is
impossible for us to receive Him in the Holy Eucharist but desire deeply to do
so in our hearts.

Online Daily Mass Guide

Spiritual Resouces by Fr. Jim Bates

Prayers, Stations of the Cross
St. Jude Novena

Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love
You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot
at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to
You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

Pope's Prayer for the
Intercession of Mary for

Healing and Protection from the Coronavirus

Let us join in praying the English translation of an excerpt from Our Holy
Father”s own prayer, asking the Blessed Virgin Mary to intercede for us, for

https://files.constantcontact.com/6f819e9d701/fd925391-f340-4a49-9d2b-c8205ad46ec6.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/6f819e9d701/955e9180-945d-463e-a208-dd8f2cc348e8.pdf


healing and protection from the coronavirus.

O Blessed Virgin Mary,
you always shine on our path
as a sign of salvation and of hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping your faith firm.

You know what we need,
and we are sure you will provide
so that, as in Cana of Galilee,
we may return to joy and to feasting
after this time of trial.

Help us to see how Jesus took upon himself our sufferings
and carried our sorrows
to lead us, through the cross,
to the joy of the resurrection.

Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God. Do not disdain the
entreaties of we who are in trial, but deliver us from every danger, O glorious
and blessed Virgin.

Stations of the Cross

Join Bishop Caggiano in Frequently
Praying the Stations of the Cross

“For my part,” says Bishop Caggiano,
“I have added the daily practice of the
Stations of the Cross, which gives me
great comfort and consolation. To
meditate on the Lord’s passion and
death each day by praying the
Stations reminds me that He is here
with us, in this hour of suffering and
fear. He will walk with us as we carry
our own crosses, especially in this
time of uncertainty.”

You are welcome to pray the Stations quietly or you can see the St. Jude
Living Stations of the Cross (2007) or the Stations of the Cross video at St.
Catherine of Sienna Church in Trumbull. A photo slideshow of last year's Living
Stations produced by Lisa Martinsky may also be viewed at
https://video214.com/play/WDfiDam5wLtdHTOcAqe6DQ/s/dark

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wykJ08MFEhY
https://youtu.be/UiaCyuXwPYM
https://video214.com/play/WDfiDam5wLtdHTOcAqe6DQ/s/dark


Novena to St. Jude

Novena to St. Jude

Email Us

St Jude
707 Monroe Tpke

Monroe, CT 06468
203-261-6404
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