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A Financial Message to our Parishioners
First, thank you for all the outstanding support that you have given to the
Parish over the years, which has been a major factor behind our return to
financial stability. However, our St. Jude Parish is now experiencing the
financial difficulties that many are experiencing, due to the loss of our Sunday
collection.  We are taking a number of steps to lower our expenses, and will
communicate more on that next week.  In the meantime we are encouraging
you to make your gifts to the Parish of St. Jude online during this time, if you
are not already doing so. It is safe and easy, and you remain in control of your
giving.  Simply click the link below to get started. And if you are unable to do
that, you can always mail your weekly offering to us. As always, your support
and contributions are greatly appreciated.
 
Vin Pescosolido
Finance Council Chairperson

St Jude Online Giving

https://www.stjuderc.org/
https://www.stjuderc.org/
https://www.stjuderc.org/online-giving.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lkM3YwFX5nw
https://files.constantcontact.com/6f819e9d701/2f80c2d2-9e3f-452a-adf9-68066f4011dd.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/6f819e9d701/d7a5c154-1b65-40fa-b989-b7bd3c1c6292.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/6f819e9d701/a7296c56-ee4a-48cf-9319-94a17e03f0d1.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u8S55HgjHXg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cBlaoNUPDAA


Daily Reflection by Fr. Henry Hoffman
Words From The Holy Father 

March 27, 2020

Recently the Holy Father referred to a scene in
which the Apostles are out at sea in a small boat
when a storm blows up and they fear for their

lives. He explains how we can look to that Gospel passage to understand our
present moment. 

Our Holy Father’s words follow. 

Jesus told his disciples to get into the boat and precede Him to the other
shore. The image of the disciples crossing the lake can evoke our own life’s
journey. The boat of our lives slowly advances, restlessly looking for a safe
haven, as we face the perils of the sea. The boat is tossed by a tempest. The
Gospel reminds us that in the midst of this challenging journey we are not
alone.

The Lord offers us courage and direction. The Lord points out our destination
on the opposite shore and he grants us the courage to board the boat. In
calling us, he becomes our helmsman; he accompanies and guides us; he
prevents us from running aground on the shoals and even enables us to
traverse surging waters. We are to perceive the hand of God in our lives.

As the storm is about to sink their boat, the disciples see Jesus walking on the
water toward them. “Take heart, it is I,” the Lord says. “Have no fear.”

Courage. In the face of the fear that the Apostles were experiencing, in the
face of the fear that we are experiencing today, the response courage. Hear
again the words of the Lord. “Take heart, it is I. Have no fear!” We believe, in
faith, that Jesus is present among us, that he is ever at our side during any
storm at sea. Clinging to this belief in faith sets us free from fear.

The Holy Father goes on to say how the act of St Peter beginning to sink can
be a result of a type of fatigue. Our desire and enthusiasm can wane. Fatigue
can weigh us down. At that point, as Jesus did for St Peter, Jesus now holds
out his hand to us. He lifts us up and supports us. 

And finally Jesus calms the storm. When Jesus at last boards the boat, the
winds die down and the waves are calmed. Here we have a beautiful image of
what the Lord can do at times of turbulence and tempest in our lives. He stills
those winds, so that the forces of fear and fatigue no longer have power over
us. 

During this troubling time, as we face the Coronavirus pandemic, let us rely
wholeheartedly on Jesus, who is at our side. All we need to do is acknowledge
him as the Lord of our lives and he will stretch out his hand, take hold of us and
save us. 



The Pope concludes by calling to mind that we are to see the Church as our
mother and ourselves as her children. On this day in particular, the Holy Father
says, may she (the Church) touch the hearts of the faithful and enable each of
us to discover with gratitude God’s presence in our lives, to find courage to say
‘yes’ to God, to overcome all weariness through faith in Christ, and to make of
our lives a song of praise for God, for their brothers and sisters, and for the
whole world.

Some two thousand years ago, the Apostles were about to drown as the
stormy seas were thrashing their boat. But they were saved by Jesus. 

Today, we are being plagued by the Coronavirus pandemic. Let turn to Jesus
for courage and strength. And let us find solidarity in that we are all in this
together as members of the Church. 

Sincerely, Fr Henry 

Father Henry's Homily - Weekend of March 28/29

St Jude Church Is Open
For Private Prayer and Confession 

Weekdays, 8 am until 10 am.

Saturdays, Drive by confessions in the back of the Church building at 3 PM.

Sundays, 7:30 am until 1:00 pm.

Guide to Confession

Drive by confessions in the back of
the Church building at 3 PM
Saturdays



The Fourth Lecture of the St Jude Ignatian
Parish Pilgrimage will be live streamed

The fourth and final lecture of the first phase
of the Ignatian Parish Pilgrimage, “Ignatian
Spirituality Today” scheduled for March
28th at 10:30 AM, will not be held at the Msgr.
Sabia Social Hall. Instead, it will be presented
by Fr. John Murray via the following live
stream connection.  
 

Please log on or dial in, as the case may be, 10 minutes before the
program starts or in other words at 10:20 AM.

If clicking on https://Fairfield.zoom.us/634443364 does not take you to the
site, please copy and paste it into your browser’s search bar and click the
“enter” key on your keyboard.  

If the “zoom” application is not loaded onto the your laptop, you will receive a
prompt to do so. Follow the instructions to download the application. Be patient
with it, because it might take a couple of minutes to download. 

John Murray is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: Ignatian Parish Pilgrimage
Time: Mar 28, 2020 10:30 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://Fairfield.zoom.us/j/634443364

If you can also call in and listen by tapping the following number on your
mobile phone:
646.876.9923,,634443364#

Or you can dial it by entering 646.876.9923 and when prompted by the
system enter 634443364 #.

When the diocese allows public gatherings to resume, we will provide
updated information about the last two phases of the Pilgrimage: Small
Group Faith Sharing and the Week of Directed Prayer. 

God bless you and be safe.

Bishop's Celebration of Holy Week Liturgies
will be live streamed

"Unfortunately, given the continuing
spread of COVID-19 (Coronavirus)

https://fairfield.zoom.us/634443364
https://fairfield.zoom.us/j/634443364


and the restrictions placed upon all of
us by State and local authorities, I am
sorry to inform you that there will be
no liturgical celebrations in the
presence of the lay faithful for Holy
Week, the Triduum and Easter this
year,”

Bishop Caggiano

Masses will be live streamed during
Holy Week from the Diocese
https://www.bridgeportdiocese.org/

Schedule is on the left.

Ignatian Spirituality Virtual Retreat
Daily life looks and feels very different in these
unprecedented times but what remains is our desire for
God. St. Ignatius reminds us that paying attention to
what is happening in our heads and hearts is especially
important right now. Through the Spiritual Exercises, we
learn that God speaks to us through our feelings,
imaginations and desires and those movements of the
spirit are discerned through prayer. The Murphy Center

for Ignatian Spirituality of Fairfield University invites you to join us for an
Ignatian Pilgrimage Retreat beginning Tuesday, March 24 at 1 pm via Zoom.
This virtual journey will begin with a prayer, followed by a short lecture on a
concept of Ignatian spirituality followed by a companion prayer exercise
designed to deepen our practice of contemplation. The 8 session retreat
begins on Tuesday March 24th and continues every Tuesday through May
12th.This virtual retreat is open to anyone who is seeking connection at this
time of uncertainty and no prior experience of prayer or Ignatian spirituality is
necessary!

To see the entire outline and registration information go to
https://www.bridgeportdiocese.org/an-ignatian-pilgrimage-murphy-center-for-
ignatian-spirituality-virtual-retreat/

SEVEN (more) DAYS OF PRAYER
Join the faithful from around the

Diocese of Bridgeport
for the recitation of the Rosary

Each night at 7 PM from
Now through April 2

https://www.bridgeportdiocese.org/
https://www.bridgeportdiocese.org/an-ignatian-pilgrimage-murphy-center-for-ignatian-spirituality-virtual-retreat/


Two nights down, seven more to go. 

Join the faithful from around the Diocese of Bridgeport for the recitation of the
Rosary at 7 pm each night through April 2, 2020. 

Each night, a ministry leader from around the diocese will lead us in prayer.
We will use the proper mysteries of each day and conclude with the Novena
being used by Pope Francis during this pandemic.

The nightly Rosary can be found at https://zoom.us/j/257143915. Please copy
and paste this link into your browser. Participants are asked to click on the link
at least five to ten minutes prior to the Rosary to allow any software downloads
required by their devices. You may be asked for your name and email address
just to confirm that you are a real person. Clicking the link now or before 6:45
each night will not work.

Those joining by phone can call 646-558-8656 and enter the webinar
identification number 257 143 915 when prompted.

If you join by computer and can hear the music, you need not call in. The
phone number is provided for those who do not have access to a computer but
would like to listen and join by phone.

You do not need a microphone.

These instructions will be the same for every evening tonight through April 2nd.
Please forward to a friend.

Let's break 1,000 tonight!

St. Jude Prayer Hour
Please let us join together in prayer daily to pray this and
other prayers for our community, families, friends and the
world. Please pray this prayer at 3:00 pm, asking the
Blessed Virgin Mary to intercede for us, asking for an end to
this pandemic, for protection, healing, and a cure.

Suggested prayer is the Pope's Prayer for the Intercession
of Mary for Healing and Protection from the Coronavirus.
Since it is the 3:00 o'clock hour, please consider also saying
the Divine Mercy Chaplet as well.

Pope's Coronavirus Prayer Divine Mercy Chaplet

Formed
We are so thankful to have a parish subscription
to Formed.org. Formed is like a Catholic 'Netflix'
providing on demand access to thousands of

https://zoom.us/j/257143915
https://files.constantcontact.com/6f819e9d701/2c392a7f-799e-441b-aa07-82841a7b94f7.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/6f819e9d701/7a348748-bd66-4cb1-b872-e156a967368d.pdf
http://formed.org/


movies, study programs, audio and books to enrich your spiritual life, even
content for children and adolescents. Formed is a trusted and engaging
entertainment alternative for the whole family. Everything from sacramental
preparation to personal study to inspiring movies and books about the lives
and stories of great saints and more.

To sign up for Formed, go to formed.org select "Sign up" then "I belong to a
Parish" and then search and select St. Jude's Parish in Monroe in order to sign
up, no code needed. Returning users just need their email, password no longer
needed. Formed also now streams on Apple TV, Fire TV and Roku. Perfect
tool for this quiet unplanned time of reflection and prayer!

During this time of uncertainty due to COVID-19, Formed is inviting Catholics
worldwide to join them in embracing our Catholic faith at home with FORMED.

Watch their latest video from Tim Gray to hear how the Augustine Institute is
responding to the crisis with free FORMED subscriptions, live Masses, daily
rosaries, Bible studies, reflections, and so much more. 

Some examples of suggested resources from Formed for lent and march are
the March and Lenten Guides.

Online Daily Masses
St. Jude will not be live streaming daily
Mass as we have very limited resources to
be able to do that. However, we will be pre-
taping the homily for each Sunday and it
will be available

at https://saintjude.smugmug.com/2020/Videos/Video-newsletters.

Other Diocesan Parish online masses are listed
at https://www.bridgeportdiocese.org/coronavirus-resources-and-
information/

Online Daily Mass Guide

http://formed.org/
http://email.formed.org/e/c/eyJlbWFpbF9pZCI6IlJNLWNCUU1BQVhFVEdHQy1GUHNFOWpoNmpaS3VjZz09IiwiaHJlZiI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd2F0Y2guZm9ybWVkLm9yZy9jYXJvdXNlbC92aWRlb3MvbGl2aW5nLW91dC1taXNzaW9uLWF0LWhvbWUiLCJsaW5rX2lkIjo2MzkwLCJwb3NpdGlvbiI6Mn0/d751aa6d6a79ef9f987852da8d17ee053f616e2d599f4b390aa7de04665dcbe1
https://saintjude.smugmug.com/2020/Videos/Video-newsletters
https://www.bridgeportdiocese.org/coronavirus-resources-and-information/
https://files.constantcontact.com/6f819e9d701/fd925391-f340-4a49-9d2b-c8205ad46ec6.pdf


Spiritual Resouces by Fr. Jim Bates

Let Me Be Frank
         The hour-long program, titled, “Let Me Be Frank,” will airs on Wednesday
at noon on WNLKAM 1350 radio and is available later that day as a podcast at
www.veritascatholic.com and the Diocese of Bridgeport website,
www.bridgeportdiocese.org.

Prayers, Stations of the Cross
St. Jude Novena

Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love
You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot
at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to
You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

Pope's Prayer for the
Intercession of Mary for

Healing and Protection from the Coronavirus

Let us join in praying the English translation of an excerpt from Our Holy
Father”s own prayer, asking the Blessed Virgin Mary to intercede for us, for
healing and protection from the coronavirus.

O Blessed Virgin Mary,
you always shine on our path
as a sign of salvation and of hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping your faith firm.

You know what we need,
and we are sure you will provide

https://files.constantcontact.com/6f819e9d701/955e9180-945d-463e-a208-dd8f2cc348e8.pdf


so that, as in Cana of Galilee,
we may return to joy and to feasting
after this time of trial.

Help us to see how Jesus took upon himself our sufferings
and carried our sorrows
to lead us, through the cross,
to the joy of the resurrection.

Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God. Do not disdain the
entreaties of we who are in trial, but deliver us from every danger, O glorious
and blessed Virgin.

Stations of the Cross
Join Bishop Caggiano in Frequently Praying the
Stations of the Cross

“For my part,” says Bishop Caggiano, “I have
added the daily practice of the Stations of the
Cross, which gives me great comfort and
consolation. To meditate on the Lord’s passion and

death each day by praying the Stations reminds me that He is here with us, in
this hour of suffering and fear. He will walk with us as we carry our own
crosses, especially in this time of uncertainty.”

You are welcome to pray the Stations quietly or you can see the St. Jude
Living Stations of the Cross (2007) at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wykJ08MFEhY

or the Stations of the Cross video at St. Catherine of Sienna Church in
Trumbull.

Novena to St. Jude

Novena to St. Jude

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wykJ08MFEhY
https://youtu.be/UiaCyuXwPYM
https://www.stjuderc.org/st-jude-novena1.html


Email Us

St Jude
707 Monroe Tpke

Monroe, CT 06468
203-261-6404

 

https://www.stjuderc.org/contact-us.html
https://www.facebook.com/StJudeMonroe/?ref=br_rs

