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Applying Jesus’s Resurrection To
The Current Pandemic Crisis.

“Rejoice” is the first word spoken by the Risen Lord, points
out our Holy Father. With this word, Jesus greeted Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary after they had discovered
that the tomb was empty. Thus Pope Francis began a
reflection on the connection between Jesus’s Resurrection
and the current pandemic crisis into which we all have
been plunged. 

Until his followers fully understood his resurrection, it would
be difficult to get them to rejoice. The two apostles of

Emmaus do not realize that it is the Resurrected Jesus who is speaking to
them. 

Our mindset today, Pope Francis reflects, is much like that of the first disciples.
We, like them, live surrounded by an atmosphere of uncertainty. How can we
rejoice? How can we hope? 

We can rejoice and hope, only by believing that we are not alone. As was
Resurrected Jesus with the Apostles, even before they realized who he was,
so we need to cling in faith that Jesus is with us. 

Jesus walked for hours with the two Apostles at Emmaus and they had no idea
it was Jesus. So we need to trust that Jesus is walking with us. 

https://www.stjuderc.org/
https://www.stjuderc.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u8S55HgjHXg


Nothing should rob us of hope. All the life of service and love that we are giving
at this time, says the Pope, will beat once again fully alive in the future. The
Lord only needs a “crack” where his anointing can enter which will allow us to
contemplate this painful reality with a renewed outlook. 

The Easter message of the Resurrected Lord invites us to believe that new life
will once again flourish. The time will come for a “new imagination” allowing the
“breath of the Spirit” to open new horizons before us. We will need to urgently
learn how to “discern and discover the Holy Spirit’s pulse” leading us to
collaborate together to “channel the new life the Lord wants to generate in this
concrete moment of history.” Only the Gospel and openness to the Spirit can
inspire us with the “new imagination” that can lead us to hope and rejoice
during this most difficult time. 

The Divine Mercy Sunday Mass at St. Jude

The videotape of the Divine Mercy Sunday Mass is now posted on the
Saint Jude website. Fr. Henry is the celebrant and homilist. In addition, a
wonderful rendition of the Divine Mercy Chaplet sung by members of our
Music Ministry with a reflection by Fr. Henry is posted at the same
location.

Divine Mercy Mass and Chaplet

St. Jude Youth Ministry
Announcements

Parents: Join us tomorrow April 21st at 7pm for a virtual
meeting! Meet with other St. Jude members, learn about the
youth ministry formation, aand what your families can expect
in the coming months.

Teens: Join us Thursday April 23rd at 7pm for a virtual
meeting! Meet other St. Jude teens, and help brainstorm
upcoming service and social events! 

To join either virtual meeting email Shannon
at shannon.carey@stjuderc.com

*****************************************************************************************
Community Events: All teens are invited to join Bishop Caggiano
for a Town Hall Tomorrow Evening! Tuesday, April 21, 2020 - 7
pm

If you are between the ages of 18 and 35, please join Bishop Frank Caggiano
for a Town Hall Meeting with young adults from throughout Fairfield County.
This event, co-sponsored by The Leadership Institute and the Diocesan Youth

https://saintjude.smugmug.com/2020/Videos/Video-newsletters
mailto:shannon.carey@stjuderc.com


Advisory Council, is an opportunity for young adults to share their prayers, their
anxieties, and their hopes with their bishop as we navigate these uncertain
days.
 
For this town hall meeting, attendance is limited to young adults. Other town
hall meetings may be scheduled in the future. If you have a friend or relative in
this age group, please do not hesitate to extend the invitation to join. 
 
The registration link is below. Attendees must register ahead of time and then
follow the instructions which will be emailed. Please plan to log on a few
minutes prior to the meeting time so you can confirm your camera and sound
are working. We are using Zoom for this meeting and have set the security
settings appropriately to protect people's information and the integrity of our
gathering as much as possible. 
 
If you have questions in advance, please send them via email to
institute@diobpt.org 

Link to Register: https://formationreimagined.org/town-hall-with-bishop-
caggiano/

To join the youth group, email Shannon at shannon.carey@stjuderc.com

Thoughts from Pope Francis

Pope Calls For Courage 

Late Holy Thursday evening and on Good Friday, most of the
Apostles hid in fear. But after the Resurrection, the apostles
acted with courage. 

The Holy Father called us to be open to God’s grace to similarly
be courageous. For courage is a hallmarks of a Christian. But this courage
does not come from us. It is a gift from God, in particular one of the gifts of the
Holy Spirit. 

Pope Francis notes how St Peter was not born brave, but had received the gift
of parrhesia -- a Greek word sometimes translated as “boldness” -- from the
Holy Spirit. “Originally, he was a coward who denied Jesus. But what
happened after the Resurrection? He became a courageous witness to the
faith. 

“Where does this courage come from, how did this coward who has denied the
Lord become courageous? What transformation occured in this man's heart?
Quite simply, the gift of the Holy Spirit: fortitude or courage.  Parrhesia is a gift,
a grace that the Holy Spirit gives on the day of Pentecost.” 

“Just after receiving the Holy Spirit they went to preach: a little brave,
something new for them. This is consistency, the sign of the Christian, of the
true Christian: he is courageous, he says the whole truth because he is
consistent.”

Jesus gives the apostles the gift of the Holy Spirit which enables them to carry
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out their mission to “Go into the whole world and proclaim the Gospel to every
creature.”

“May the Lord always help us to continue to be courageous, in the face of the
Coronavirus pandemic.”  

Back by Popular Demand!

An extraordinary rendition of
Schubert's Ave Maria by our very own
Director of Music Ministry David
Baranowski and his talented wife
Jennifer Marshall!

Plus an encore performance of Pie
Jesu from Andrew Lloyd Webber's
Requiem!

Ave Maria and Pie Jesu

Join The St Jude Clergy In Praying
The Regina Caeli

There are many wonderful things about our Church and one is that Clergy
throughout the world say the same prayers throughout the day. In this way, we
are all praying in one voice. 

Would you like to join us (Fr Jim, Deacon John, Deacon Dave and me), from
the convenience of your own home, and at your leisure? All I ask is that at
some point in the evening, you pray the Regina Caeli, as we clergy pray this
prayer as the last prayer of the day before we go to bed. 

That way we will all be praying the same prayer at some point in the evening
— a prayer addressed to Our Lady, in honor of Jesus’ Resurrection. 

Thank you for praying with us,
Fr Henry 

Regina Caeli: English Translation

This is one of four Marian antiphons, with following versicles and prayers,
traditionally said or sung after night prayer, immediately before going to sleep.
It is said throughout Eastertide. (That is, from Easter Day through Pentecost,
the seventh Sunday after Easter.)

The Regina caeli is also said in place of the Angelus during Eastertide.

https://www.stjuderc.org/music-ministry.html


O Queen of Heaven

V. Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia. 
R. For He whom you did merit to bear, alleluia. 
V. Has risen, as he said, alleluia. 
R. Pray for us to God, alleluia.
V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia. 
R. For the Lord has truly risen, alleluia.
Let us pray. O God, who gave joy to the world through the resurrection of Thy
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, grant we beseech Thee, that through the
intercession of the Virgin Mary, His Mother, we may obtain the joys of
everlasting life. Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.

Audio of Regina Caeli

A Thank You from the Finance Committee
Thanks to those who have recently signed up for on-line giving and to all of you
who have so generously supported our parish financially through the ongoing
on-line giving program as well as the envelope system. We rely heavily on the
Easter collection and a special thank you for remembering St. Jude at Easter. It
is a blessing to see the response to our on line giving program and it is very
much appreciated! If you have not yet signed up to make your Easter gift,
please consider making a gift online. Thank you in advance for your continued
generosity.

And remember, even if you do not itemize your deductions, you will be able to
claim a $300 charitable deduction on your 2020 tax return.

As always, many thanks and God bless you. 

Vin Pescosolido
Finance Council Chairman

St Jude Online Giving

How the Virus Stole Easter
An Easter Story

How the Virus Stole Easter
(by Anonymous)
     
‘Twas late in ‘19 when the virus began,
Bringing chaos and fear to all people, each land.
 
People were sick, hospitals full,
Doctors overwhelmed, no one in school.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-soDIkoYRk8
https://www.stjuderc.org/online-giving.html


 
As winter gave way to the promise of spring, 
The virus raged on, touching peasant and king.
 
People hid in their homes from the enemy unseen.
They YouTubed and Zoomed, social-distanced, and cleaned.
 
April approached and churches were closed.
“There won’t be an Easter,” the world supposed.
 
“There won’t be church services, and egg hunts are out. 
No reason for new dresses when we can’t go about.”
 
Holy Week started, as bleak as the rest.
The world was focused on masks and on tests.
 
“Easter can’t happen this year,” it proclaimed.
“Online and at home, it just won’t be the same.”
 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, the days came and went. 
The virus pressed on; it just would not relent.
 
The world woke Sunday and nothing had changed.
The virus still menaced, the people, estranged.
 
“Pooh pooh to the saints,” the world was grumbling.
“They’re finding out now that no Easter is coming.
 
“They’re just waking up! We know just what they’ll do!
Their mouths will hang open a minute or two, 
And then all the saints will all cry boo-hoo.
 
“That noise,” said the world, “will be something to hear.” 
So it paused and the world put a hand to its ear.
 
And it did hear a sound coming through all the skies.
It started down low, then it started to rise.
 
But the sound wasn’t depressed.
Why, this sound was triumphant!
It couldn’t be so!
But it grew with abundance!
 
The world stared around, popping its eyes.
Then it shook! What it saw was a shocking surprise!
 
Every saint in every nation, the tall and the small, 
Was celebrating Jesus in spite of it all!
 
It hadn’t stopped Easter from coming! It came!
Somehow or other, it came just the same!
 
And the world with its life quite stuck in quarantine, 
Stood puzzling and puzzling. “Just how can it be?”



 
“It came without bonnets, it came without bunnies,
It came without egg hunts, cantatas, or money.”
 
Then the world thought of something it hadn’t before.
“Maybe Easter,” it thought, “doesn’t come from a store. 
Maybe Easter, perhaps, means a little bit more.”
 
And what happened then?
Well....the story’s not done.
What will YOU do?
Will you share with that one?
Or two or more people needing hope in this night?
Will you share the source of your life in this fight?
 
The churches are empty - but so is the tomb, 
And Jesus is victor over death, doom, and gloom.
 
So this year at Easter, let this be our prayer, 
As the virus still rages all around, everywhere.
 
May the world see hope when it looks at God’s people.
May the world see the church is not a building or steeple.
May the world find Faith in Jesus’ death and resurrection.
May the world find Joy in a time of dejection.

A Simple Daily Prayer
(by Anonymous)

Calm me, quiet me, settle me
Steady me, balance me, ground me
Plant me, root me, embed me
Support me, sustain me, protect me
Forgive me, pardon me, free me
Refresh me, restore me, heal me
Enfold me, embrace me, hold me

Lord, hear my prayer today!

St Jude Church Is
Open 

For Private Prayer and
Confession 

Weekdays, 8 am until 10 am.
Saturdays, Church is closed. Drive by
confessions at 3 PM.
Sundays, 7:30 am until 1:00 pm. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Unfortunately, we are unable to provide livestream Masses at this time.
Sunday Masses will be pre-taped and may be viewed at



https://saintjude.smugmug.com/2020/Videos/Video-newsletters.

A list of daily live streamed Masses is available at
https://www.bridgeportdiocese.org/coronavirus/livestreamed-masses-and-
prayers/

Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love
You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot
at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to
You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

Pope's Prayer for the
Intercession of Mary for

Healing and Protection from the Coronavirus

Let us join in praying the English translation of an excerpt from Our Holy
Father”s own prayer, asking the Blessed Virgin Mary to intercede for us, for
healing and protection from the coronavirus.

O Blessed Virgin Mary,
you always shine on our path
as a sign of salvation and of hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping your faith firm.

You know what we need,
and we are sure you will provide
so that, as in Cana of Galilee,
we may return to joy and to feasting
after this time of trial.

Help us to see how Jesus took upon himself our sufferings
and carried our sorrows
to lead us, through the cross,
to the joy of the resurrection.

https://saintjude.smugmug.com/2020/Videos/Video-newsletters
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Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God. Do not disdain the
entreaties of we who are in trial, but deliver us from every danger, O glorious
and blessed Virgin.

Email Us

St Jude Parish
707 Monroe Tpke

Monroe, CT 06468
203-261-6404
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