
Moving Forward Together
Wednesday 04/22/2020

Moving Forward Together
Spiritual Food for the Journey

Wednesday, April 22

Bishop Extends Public Mass Suspension

BRIDGEPORT—The extension of the suspension of the
celebration of public Masses in the Diocese of Bridgeport
will now continue through Wednesday, May 20, 2020.

In an April 21 memo to all pastors and priests, Bishop
Frank J. Caggiano announced that in the interest of the
health and safety of the faithful and consistent with the

April 10 executive order of Governor Ned Lamont limiting public gatherings, the
suspensions will stay in place through May 20.

The bishop told pastors that he is working with a small committee tasked with
implementing a plan for resuming the public celebration of Masses in phases
once the State begins to loosen restrictions on public gatherings. He will also
consult with all the Pastors before releasing a plan for resuming liturgical
celebrations in the presence of the lay faithful as soon as it is safe.

“I am grateful to those Pastors who are continuing to provide the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, the Anointing of the Sick, live-streamed Masses, open periods
for prayer inside the church and Eucharistic Adoration,” he said.

Since the suspension of public Masses, the diocese has live-streamed Masses
celebrated by Bishop Caggiano, and most parishes have been able to live-
stream Masses and prayer services to parishioners. The diocesan Leadership
Institute has also live-streamed a novena and the Divine Mercy Chaplet in
addition to making other prayer resources available.

https://www.stjuderc.org/
https://www.stjuderc.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u8S55HgjHXg


In the absence of public Masses, the bishop has urged the faithful to deepen
their sense of “spiritual communion” with the entire Church and to intensify
personal prayer in addition to joining the live-streamed liturgies.

The bishop said that funerals and weddings may still be celebrated in churches
outside of the context of Mass, as long as fewer than 50 people are in
attendance and proper social distancing is maintained.

Since the State will likely require the use of face masks even after large
gatherings are once again permitted, the bishop asked pastors to consider
providing masks, where possible, for the clergy, ministers and lay faithful when
public Masses resume.

The bishop first suspended the celebration of public Mass in the Diocese of
Bridgeport, effective March 16, 2020. That suspension was to be in effect
through April 30, 2020. To view live-streamed Masses and find other prayer
resources, visit the diocesan website and social media
at www.bridgeportdiocese.com.

St. Jude Youth Ministry
Announcements

Teens: Join us Thursday April 23rd at 7pm for a virtual
meeting! Meet other St. Jude teens, and help brainstorm
upcoming service and social events! 

To join the virtual meeting, email Shannon at
shannon.carey@stjuderc.com

To join the youth group, email Shannon at
shannon.carey@stjuderc.com

Thoughts from Pope Francis

Applying Jesus’s Resurrection To The Current Pandemic
Crisis.

“Rejoice” is the first word spoken by the Risen Lord, points out
our Holy Father. With this word, Jesus greeted Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary after they had discovered that
the tomb was empty. Thus Pope Francis began a reflection on

the connection between Jesus’s Resurrection and the current pandemic crisis
into which we all have been plunged. 

Until his followers fully understood his resurrection, it would be difficult to get
them to rejoice. The two apostles of Emmaus do not realize that it is the
Resurrected Jesus who is speaking to them. 

http://www.bridgeportdiocese.com/
mailto:shannon.carey@stjuderc.com
mailto:shannon.carey@stjuderc.com


Our mindset today, Pope Francis reflects, is much like that of the first disciples.
We, like them, live surrounded by an atmosphere of uncertainty. How can we
rejoice? How can we hope? 

We can rejoice and hope, only by believing that we are not alone. As was
Resurrected Jesus with the Apostles, even before they realized who he was,
so we need to cling in faith that Jesus is with us. 

Jesus walked for hours with the two Apostles at Emmaus and they had no idea
it was Jesus. So we need to trust that Jesus is walking with us. 

Nothing should rob us of hope. All the life of service and love that we are giving
at this time, says the Pope, will beat once again fully alive in the future. The
Lord only needs a “crack” where his anointing can enter which will allow us to
contemplate this painful reality with a renewed outlook. 

The Easter message of the Resurrected Lord invites us to believe that new life
will once again flourish. The time will come for a “new imagination” allowing the
“breath of the Spirit” to open new horizons before us. We will need to urgently
learn how to “discern and discover the Holy Spirit’s pulse” leading us to
collaborate together to “channel the new life the Lord wants to generate in this
concrete moment of history.” Only the Gospel and openness to the Spirit can
inspire us with the “new imagination” that can lead us to hope and rejoice
during this most difficult time. 

Back by Popular Demand!

An extraordinary rendition of
Schubert's Ave Maria by our very own
Director of Music Ministry David
Baranowski and his talented wife
Jennifer Marshall!

Plus an encore performance of Pie
Jesu from Andrew Lloyd Webber's
Requiem!

Ave Maria and Pie Jesu

A Simple Daily Prayer
(by Anonymous)

Calm me, quiet me, settle me
Steady me, balance me, ground me
Plant me, root me, embed me
Support me, sustain me, protect me
Forgive me, pardon me, free me
Refresh me, restore me, heal me
Enfold me, embrace me, hold me

https://www.stjuderc.org/music-ministry.html


Lord, hear my prayer today!

St Jude Church Is
Open 

For Private Prayer and
Confession 

Weekdays, 8 am until 10 am.
Saturdays, Church is closed. Drive by
confessions at 3 PM.
Sundays, 7:30 am until 1:00 pm. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Unfortunately, we are unable to provide livestream Masses at this time.
Sunday Masses will be pre-taped and may be viewed at
https://saintjude.smugmug.com/2020/Videos/Video-newsletters.

A list of daily live streamed Masses is available at
https://www.bridgeportdiocese.org/coronavirus/livestreamed-masses-and-
prayers/

Prayer Requests and Intentions
by Fr. Jim

An Offering of Prayers

Fr. Henry and I celebrate the Holy Sacrifice of the
Mass in private every day for the people of St. Jude
and for all of the intentions you see in weekly
bulletin. That said, I know that many of the faithful
find it a great comfort to offer their own prayers and

petitions in church before the Holy Eucharist. It is for this reason that I wish to
offer to the people of St. Jude a way to have their special prayer intentions
offered during the celebration of the Mass in a more tangible way.

If you have a special prayer intention that you would like to have offered during
my daily private celebration of the Mass, please email your request
to prayer.requests@stjuderc.com. I will offer all requests received at my next
Mass. All emails will be deleted after the requested intention has been offered.

https://saintjude.smugmug.com/2020/Videos/Video-newsletters
https://www.bridgeportdiocese.org/coronavirus/livestreamed-masses-and-prayers/
mailto:prayer.requests@stjuderc.com


Please know that you are all in my daily prayers and devotions, as well as my
daily celebration of the Mass. Stay faithful and remember that God hears all of
our prayers and will help us through this difficult time until we can all gather
again as a community to give Glory to God.

For Prayer Request and Intentions

prayer.requests@stjuderc.com

- Fr. Jim Bates, Parochial Vicar

Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love
You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot
at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to
You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

Pope's Prayer for the
Intercession of Mary for

Healing and Protection from the Coronavirus

Let us join in praying the English translation of an excerpt from Our Holy
Father”s own prayer, asking the Blessed Virgin Mary to intercede for us, for
healing and protection from the coronavirus.

O Blessed Virgin Mary,
you always shine on our path
as a sign of salvation and of hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping your faith firm.

You know what we need,
and we are sure you will provide
so that, as in Cana of Galilee,
we may return to joy and to feasting

mailto:prayer.requests@stjuderc.com


after this time of trial.

Help us to see how Jesus took upon himself our sufferings
and carried our sorrows
to lead us, through the cross,
to the joy of the resurrection.

Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God. Do not disdain the
entreaties of we who are in trial, but deliver us from every danger, O glorious
and blessed Virgin.

Email Us

St Jude Parish
707 Monroe Tpke

Monroe, CT 06468
203-261-6404

 

https://www.stjuderc.org/contact-us.html
https://www.facebook.com/StJudeMonroe/?ref=br_rs

