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Wednesday, April 8

Pope Francis: Life, Measured By Love, Is
Meant To Serve Others

On Palm Sunday, the pope preached in his homily about
the betrayal and abandonment Jesus experienced before
and during his Passion.
He was betrayed by a disciple who “sold him” and one who
denied him, betrayed by people who sang “hosanna” to
him and then shouted “crucify him,” betrayed by “the
religious institution that unjustly condemned him and by the
political institution that washed its hands of him,” the pope
said.

Then, on the cross, Jesus asked God “the most excruciating question, ‘Why.’
‘Why did you, too, abandon me?'”

“Why did all this take place?” the pope asked. “It was done for our sake, to
serve us.”

“God saved us by serving us” and by taking upon himself all the punishment for
people’s sins “without complaining, but with the humility, patience and
obedience of a servant, and purely out of love,” he said.

“The Lord served us to the point of experiencing the most painful situations of
those who love—betrayal and abandonment,” he said.

The reason, the pope said, was so “when we have our back to the wall, when
we find ourselves at a dead end, with no light and no way of escape, when it
seems that God himself is not responding, we should remember that we are
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not alone.”

Jesus experienced total abandonment, he said, “in order to be one with us in
everything. He did it for me, for you, to say to us, ‘Do not be afraid, you are not
alone. I experienced all your desolation in order to be ever close to you.'”

“Today, in the tragedy of a pandemic, in the face of the many false securities
that have now crumbled, in the face of so many hopes betrayed, in the sense
of abandonment that weighs upon our hearts, Jesus says to each one of us,
‘Courage, open your heart to my love. You will feel the consolation of God who
sustains you,'” Pope Francis said.

Inspired by the Lord’s example of love and service despite the cost, the faithful
are also called to “refuse to betray him for whom we were created and not
abandon what really matters in our lives.”

“We were put in this world to love him and our neighbors,” the pope said.
“Everything else passes away; only this remains.”

“The tragedy we are experiencing summons us to take seriously the things that
are serious and not to be caught up in those that matter less; to rediscover that
life is of no use if not used to serve others,” he said. “For life is measured by
love.”

So with the start of a Holy Week with people in their homes, “let us stand
before the crucified one, the fullest measure of God’s love for us, and before
the God who serves us to the point of giving his life, and let us ask for the
grace to live in order to serve.”

The pope asked that people reach out to those who are suffering and most in
need, and be concerned less with “what we lack, but what good we can do for
others.”

“Loving, praying, forgiving, caring for others, in the family and in society, all this
can certainly be difficult,” he said. “It can feel like a ‘via crucis.’ But the path of
service is the victorious and life-giving path by which we were saved.”

Also marking the day when World Youth Day is celebrated on a diocesan level,
the pope called on young people to not be afraid of devoting their lives to God
and others and putting “your lives on the line.”

“Dear friends, look at the real heroes who come to light in these days: they are
not famous, rich and successful people; rather, they are those who are giving
themselves in order to serve others,” he said.

“Life is a gift we receive only when we give ourselves away, and our deepest
joy comes from saying yes to love, without ifs and buts. As Jesus did for us,” he
said.

Before praying the Angelus, the pope recalled how young people from Panama
were supposed to have handed over the World Youth Day cross to a
delegation from Lisbon, Portugal, which will host the event in 2022. That
ceremony now will be held November 22, the feast of Christ the King.



The pope also greeted all those who had followed the Mass through the media
and asked families and individuals who cannot participate in Holy Week
liturgies in person to pray at home even with the help of the internet and other
means.

Be spiritually close to those who are sick, their families and those who are
selflessly taking care of them, the pope said, and praying for the deceased, he
said, “everyone is present in our heart, our memory, our prayer.”

National Moment of Prayer on
Good Friday - 12 noon

Please join Archbishop Jose Gomez, president of the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops and Archbishop of Los Angeles, in a national moment of
prayer in the time of the coronavirus. Together as a nation, we will pray the
Litany to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and seek our savior's healing and
protection.

Good Friday, April 10 at 12pm Eastern Time

To participate, visit facebook.com/usccb or https://lacatholics.org/sacred-
heart/ to join the live-stream and pray as one nation.

Litany to the Sacred Heart of Jesus

Livestream Display Shroud Of Turin
On Holy Saturday

VATICAN CITY—With people forced to stay home,
even during Holy Week, because of the
coronavirus pandemic, the archbishop of Turin has
announced a special online exposition of the
Shroud of Turin, which many believe is the burial
cloth of Jesus.
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On Holy Saturday, April 11, as Christians contemplate Jesus lying in the tomb,
Archbishop Cesare Nosiglia will lead a liturgy of prayer and contemplation
before the shroud at 5 pm local time (11 am EDT).

The prayer service will be live-streamed along with live images of the 14-foot-
by-4-foot shroud, which has a full-length photonegative image of a man, front
and back, bearing signs of wounds that correspond to the Gospel accounts of
the torture Jesus endured in his passion and death.

As of April 5, the Archdiocese of Turin said it was finalizing the plans and
would publish a list of participating television stations and links to the
livestream later in the week. (Note, we will update the livestream
information in the Friday 4/10 newsletter.)

Announcing the special display, Archbishop Nosiglia said April 4 that he had
received “thousands and thousands” of messages “asking me if, in this time of
grave difficulty we are going through, it would be possible to pray this Holy
Week before the shroud” and ask God for “the grace to defeat evil as he did,
trusting in the goodness and mercy of God.”

The archbishop told Vatican News that the online viewing of the shroud could
be “much better” than seeing it in person because the cameras will allow
viewers to see it up close and to remain at length with the image.

The image of the crucified man on the shroud, he said, “will go to the heart and
the sadness of many people who will follow us. It will be like staying with the
Lord on the day we await his resurrection.”

By Catholic News Service

St. Jude will be videotaping Easter Sunday Mass

Fr. Henry's Palm Sunday Reading of the Gospel and Homily is
posted at
https://saintjude.smugmug.com/2020/Videos/Video-newsletters.

The following videos will be posted on Thursday, Friday and Sunday

Fr. Henry's Holy Thursday Gospel Reading and Homily

Fr. Henry's Good FrIday Homily

Easter Sunday Mass at St. Jude Church

A Thank You from the Finance Committee
Thanks to those who have recently signed up for on-line giving and to all of you
who have so generously supported our parish financially. It is a blessing to see
the response to our on line giving program and it is very much appreciated!

https://www.catholicnews.com/services/englishnews/2020/archdiocese-to-livestream-display-shroud-of-turin-on-holy-saturday.cfm
https://saintjude.smugmug.com/2020/Videos/Video-newsletters
https://saintjude.smugmug.com/2020/Videos/Video-newsletters
https://saintjude.smugmug.com/2020/Videos/Video-newsletters
https://saintjude.smugmug.com/2020/Videos/Video-newsletters


With Easter fast approaching, this is a gentle reminder that Easter is not only
the most important and most joyous Holy day of the year, it is also the Holy day
with which we most rely on financially as a parish. Accordingly, we'd like to
thank you in advance for your most generous Easter gift and encourage those
who have not yet signed up to make your Easter offering online. Sign up is
safe and easy. Simply click the link below to get started. 

And remember, even if you do not itemize your deductions, you will be able to
claim a $300 charitable deduction on your 2020 tax return.

As always, many thanks and God bless you. 

Vin Pescosolido
Finance Council Chairman

St Jude Online Giving

Holy Week Resource Guide

During this time, many of us are
physically separated from our
parishes and communities. We are
happy to provide opportunities for you
to connect and pray with the
Universal Church to enrich your
observance of these Holy Days. 
 
Be sure to share the
link formed.org/faithathome with
friends and family not yet on
FORMED to get them started with a
complimentary subscription. 
 
Pray for us. We are praying for you!

— The FORMED Team

News from the Food Pantry
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It is times like this that our ministry is
of particular importance to our
families in need. While the routine
operations of the pantry are
suspended, we are allowing families
to enter the pantry by appointment
only. Necessary measures of social
distancing and sanitizing protocols
are being taken as each family enters
and departs the pantry. This weekend
we completed a successful
distribution of perishable Easter
groceries to our families with the
assistance of Big Y and the Feed My
People ministry. This was done in a
very safe fashion placing groceries in
boxes curbside as families waited in
the car. When our volunteers were a
safe distance from the curb the
groceries were retrieved. As a result
of our cutback, but on-going
distribution, certain items are
increasing in need. We are still
accepting donations, which can be
dropped off at the Church from 8:00-
10:00 weekdays or Sunday morning.
Items in need at this time are canned
tuna, canned fruit, coffee, mac &
cheese and "childrens" cereal. 

Thank you again for you support, 
Jeff Romeo

Prayer Requests and Intentions
by Fr. Jim

An Offering of Prayers



Fr. Henry and I celebrate the Holy Sacrifice of the
Mass in private every day for the people of St. Jude
and for all of the intentions you see in weekly
bulletin. That said, I know that many of the faithful
find it a great comfort to offer their own prayers and
petitions in church before the Holy Eucharist. It is

for this reason that I wish to offer to the people of St. Jude a way to have their
special prayer intentions offered during the celebration of the Mass in a more
tangible way.

If you have a special prayer intention that you would like to have offered during
my daily private celebration of the Mass, please email your request to
prayer.requests@stjuderc.com. I will offer all requests received at my next
Mass. All emails will be deleted after the requested intention has been offered.

Please know that you are all in my daily prayers and devotions, as well as my
daily celebration of the Mass. Stay faithful and remember that God hears all of
our prayers and will help us through this difficult time until we can all gather
again as a community to give Glory to God.

For Prayer Request and Intentions

prayer.requests@stjuderc.com

- Fr. Jim Bates, Parochial Vicar

St Jude Church Is Open
For Private Prayer and Confession 

Weekdays, 8 am until 10 am.

(Note: Good Friday, 8 am until 2 pm.)

Saturdays, Church is closed.
Drive by confessions in the back of
the Church building at 3 PM.

Sundays, 7:30 am until 1:00 pm.

Photo credit: Karin Tierney 

Holy Week Confession Schedule

Wednesday, April 8, 2020, 4-5pm and 8-9pm confessions

Bishop's Celebration of Holy Week Liturgies
will be live streamed
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Chrism Mass: Thursday, April 9 at 10 am
Mass of the Lord’s Supper: Thursday, April 9 at 7 pm
Stations of the Cross: Friday, April 10 at 12 noon
The Passion of the Lord: Friday, April 10 at 3 pm
Easter Vigil in the Holy Night: Saturday, April 11 at 7 pm
Easter Sunday: Sunday, April 12 at 8 am

Check www.bridgeportdiocese.org for live streaming details!

Online Daily Mass Guide

Spiritual Resouces by Fr. Jim Bates

Carfessions’ Gain Popularity In Diocese
April 7, 2020

(The following is an except from the Fairfield County Catholic. The full article is
at https://www.bridgeportdiocese.org/carfessions-gain-popularity-in-diocese/)

The man in the sycamore tree

MONROE—When Father Henry Hoffman, pastor of St. Jude Parish in Monroe,
describes the experience of hearing confessions while sitting on the curb as
parishioners drive up, he recalls the story of the tax collector Zacchaeus, who
used his ingenuity and persistence to get a glimpse of Jesus.

The Lord was passing through the town of Jericho, surrounded by a throng of
people, pressing in on every side. As Luke wrote in his Gospel, “Zacchaeus
could not see him because of the crowd, for he was short in stature. So he ran
ahead and climbed a sycamore tree in order to see Jesus, who was about to
pass that way.”
And he was rewarded for his determination. Jesus looked up, saw Zacchaeus,
told him to come down, and said, “Today I must stay at your house.”

“Hearing confession in this way has taught us the need to be creative,” Father
Hoffman said. “I think of Zacchaeus. He came up with a creative way to see
Jesus. We need to find creative ways to make the Sacrament of Penance
available while still observing social distancing.”

At St. Jude, two outdoor stations are set up on either side of the church for
Father Hoffman and Father Jim Bates, the parochial vicar. The cars line up,
leaving enough distance between them to ensure privacy. Rain or shine, the
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priests are seated by the curb, waiting for penitents.

Father Bates says that during this crisis, “The Church is neither idle nor is it
silent; while the current pandemic has threatened to separate and drive us
apart as a nation and as a community of faith, the celebration of the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass continues, we are united in prayer, and we are finding
ways to offer the sacraments to the faithful while keeping all of us safe.”

Father Hoffman especially encourages the faithful to pray to the Blessed
Mother, who throughout history has interceded for her children during times of
pestilence. He is hopeful that tremendous good will come out of this time of
trial and says, “In the face of this horrible pandemic, I see us as a human family
coming together, and I believe that the bonds we forge will continue to hold us
together well into the future

Prayers, Stations of the Cross
St. Jude Novena

Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love
You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot
at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to
You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

Pope's Prayer for the
Intercession of Mary for

Healing and Protection from the Coronavirus

Let us join in praying the English translation of an excerpt from Our Holy
Father”s own prayer, asking the Blessed Virgin Mary to intercede for us, for
healing and protection from the coronavirus.

O Blessed Virgin Mary,
you always shine on our path
as a sign of salvation and of hope.



We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping your faith firm.

You know what we need,
and we are sure you will provide
so that, as in Cana of Galilee,
we may return to joy and to feasting
after this time of trial.

Help us to see how Jesus took upon himself our sufferings
and carried our sorrows
to lead us, through the cross,
to the joy of the resurrection.

Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God. Do not disdain the
entreaties of we who are in trial, but deliver us from every danger, O glorious
and blessed Virgin.

Stations of the Cross

Join Bishop Caggiano in Frequently
Praying the Stations of the Cross

“For my part,” says Bishop Caggiano,
“I have added the daily practice of the
Stations of the Cross, which gives me
great comfort and consolation. To
meditate on the Lord’s passion and
death each day by praying the
Stations reminds me that He is here
with us, in this hour of suffering and
fear. He will walk with us as we carry
our own crosses, especially in this
time of uncertainty.”

You are welcome to pray the Stations quietly or you can see the St. Jude
Living Stations of the Cross (2007) or the Stations of the Cross video at St.
Catherine of Sienna Church in Trumbull. A photo slideshow of last year's Living
Stations produced by Lisa Martinsky may also be viewed at
https://video214.com/play/WDfiDam5wLtdHTOcAqe6DQ/s/dark
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Novena to St. Jude

Novena to St. Jude

Email Us

St Jude
707 Monroe Tpke

Monroe, CT 06468
203-261-6404
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