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Pearl of Great Price 

Fellow St Jude Parishioners:

The readings for this coming Sunday’s mass
open with the First Book of Kings set some
three thousand years ago. God asks
Solomon, “What is the one thing you
want?” In response, Solomon immediately

shows what he considers to be of utmost importance, namely “wisdom.” And
that is what he asks for. 

The Lord expresses his pleasure with Solomon for not having chosen long life
or riches. Although these things are certainly well and good in and of
themselves, they were not Solomon’s top priority — the one, single thing that
he asked for. 

So much for Solomon. What about us? What is the single, most-important
thing to us?

“What!? Only one!?” we immediate reply. How can I possibly choose any one
person or place or thing to be the most important in my life? That would mean
that all of those other people, places and things would not be the most
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important.

Instead of choosing only one, we would recite a list of twenty, thirty, fifty or six-
hundred people, places or things that are absolutely all-important to us. Then
we could add twenty, thirty, forty goals that we are simultaneously pursuing. 

The reality is that we face paralysis when we try to prioritize the list. What are
the twenty most important? What are the ten, the five? What is the single most
important goal, or person, or place , or thing in my life?

I argue that God was pleased with King Solomon not so much because
Solomon chose wisdom, but because Solomon had the ability to prioritize.

So with us. Let us take some time this coming weekend or next week to take
stock of everything in our lives and see if we cannot prioritize. It will be difficult
to relegate people, places and things to lower on the list. But this is done so
that we can have the all-important alone at the top of the list. 

Such is the theme of today’s readings. Our Gospel reading further emphasizes
this concept of having arranged our priorities so that we know what is most-
important in our lives. What we would be willing to “sell all that we have to
buy.” What is our Pearl of Great Price. Yes, the term “pearl of great price”
comes from today’s Gospel reading. 

Today’s readings call us to consider all of the people and places and things in
our lives and prioritize what is the most important. Having done that we are
then prepared for how to properly assign our resources of time and effort — so
we are devoting the greater amount of our resources to that which is most
important in our lives and a lesser amount of our resources to that which is
less important to us. 

We definitely want to be devoting most of our energy and time and effort to that
which is our Pearl of Great Price. 

What is your pearl of great price? What is my pearl of great price? It will differ
for each one of us. 

Yours in Christ, 
Fr Henry 

Youth Group News

Summer is in full swing! So far our youth group has had two fantastic
summer picnics and we are planning our 3rd! 

When: August 4th 3:30pm
What: FINAL Summer Picnic
Where: Green Space in Front of the Church 

Additionally, we are beginning to prepare for the fall and the LAUNCH of our weekly
youth group meetings! Be on the lookout for dates, themes, and meeting locations in
the coming weeks!



We look forward to coming together for this final summer picnic as we work towards
our first "official" meeting in September. 

Shannon E.B. Carey
Youth Coordinator

Knights of Columbus
Christmas in July Food Drive

Saturday July 25, 2020 8 am to 12 noon
The Knights of Columbus have been running this Christmas in July Food Drive
for the St. Jude Food Pantry and surrounding pantries (Newtown, Trumbull,
Sister Theresa, Father Skip/Blessed Sacrament) for 20 years in the July and
August months by Knights standing at the doors of Stop & Shop in Monroe,
Newtown, and Trumbull in the past for a weekend at each location.

This year the drive will be held at St. Jude Church on Saturday July 25th
from 8:00 am to 12:00 noon.
 
Obviously, this year COVID has had us adjust our drive plans. This drive
will 100% go into the St. Jude Food Pantry. We accept nonperishable
food and cash/gift cards.
 
We still hope to possibly have a store drive in August but nothing is committed
as rules and the situation are fluid.

Thanks in advance for your support and generosity for this cause.

The items of greatest need are currently
Tuna
Children’s cereal
Canned corn, peas, and mixed vegetables
Chef Boyardee
Peanut butter
Coffee
Condiments
Jarred pasta sauces
Canned fruit

2020-21 Faith Formation for Children

2020-21 Faith Formation for Children - Registration is
open

We are now accepting registrations for this year’s Faith
Formation Program.  CLICK HERE to register.

https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/5577960/Registration-Form


We are pleased to present our new Faith Formation Program for
our St. Jude children. This new program will replace the religious
education format that we have offered in the past. Our new program
is explained in detail on our Children’s Faith Formation page on our
St. Jude Parish website. https://www.stjuderc.org/childrens-faith-
formation.html 

Emails have been sent home to families who have been enrolled in
our program this past year. If you would like to be included on the
Faith Formation email list, please contact Donna Lane, Coordinator
of Faith Formation at stjudemonroereligiouseducation@gmail.com

Click Here for Fr. Henry's Letter to Families

Parish Raffle Early Return Drawing

Saint Jude Parishioners and friends.

Have you returned your 30th Festival raffle tickets yet? The Early Return
Drawing deadline of Monday August 3rd is quickly approaching. That is the
final day to be included in the drawing that will also take place on the 29th of
August. Remember that you must return all ten tickets with payment to be
eligible for the drawing for the $ 100.00 Grocery Store Gift Certificate. You can
still return your ticket stubs and payment after the 3rd but you will not be
included in the Early Return drawing.

If you didn’t get your tickets or would like additional tickets, you can pick up
tickets at the parish office Monday thru Thursday 9AM to 3PM. Please call 203-
261-6404 before coming in. You can also call the parish office and leave a
message for Fr. Henry with your information and you will be contacted by a
member of the committee. Thank You.

Now, more than ever, our world
needs Christ’s Divine Mercy. On

Thursday, July 30th 2020, 7 - 10PM
EDT, we will gather around the world,
in our parishes and in our homes, to
pray, proclaim, adore, and plead for

Christ’s abundant Mercy.

Night of Mercy is a dynamic evening
of live speakers, Q&A, and worship—
specifically designed for parishes to

unite in worldwide adoration

For more information

https://www.stjuderc.org/childrens-faith-formation.html
mailto:stjudemonroereligiouseducation@gmail.com
https://mailchi.mp/28abebba3533/july-letter-4001614
https://mercynight.com/


Please join us for Adoration on Friday, August 7, 2020, from 7-8 pm. 

“When you look at the Crucifix, you understand how much Jesus loved you
then. When you look at the Sacred Host, you understand how much Jesus
loves you now”.  St. Teresa of Calcutta

Mask and social distancing required. 

Mass Schedule and Registration 

The Masses inside the Church are Saturday at
5:00 pm and Sunday at 9:30 and 11:30. We are
limited by state statute and only 90 people can
attend at this time. Pre-registration is required at

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a054ba5ae2ea20-stjude4

Please note that there is no assigned seating. You may sit in the pew of your
choosing as long as social distancing is observed at all times. Seating is
allowed in every other row and the blue tape markers should be in front of you
when seated. The blue tape markers are 6 feet apart so that they should be a
guide for social distancing in each pew. Ushers will be available to assist in
seating if needed. Please wait for an usher to direct you when it is time for your
pew to go up for communion. Masks should be worn at all times. Please be
sure to arrive 15 minutes before Mass.

Due to the summer weather, the only Outdoor Drive In Mass will be the
Sunday Mass at 7:30, weather permitting. 40 car slots are available at the
Mass by registration only. Please register at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a054ba5ae2ea20-stjude2 Just a reminder
- The quantity field refers to the number of cars which should be 1 not the
number of people in your car.

Volunteers for the Masses are needed and may sign up at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a054ba5ae2ea20-stjude5 Thanks in
advance for your help!

Online Giving

Church Hours for private prayer

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a054ba5ae2ea20-stjude4
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a054ba5ae2ea20-stjude2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a054ba5ae2ea20-stjude5
https://www.stjuderc.org/online-giving.html


Church is open Monday to Friday 8am - 10am for private prayer. 

Live-streamed Mass Schedule

The Masses at 5pm Saturday and 11:30am Sunday will be live-streamed every
weekend. These Masses may be viewed at https://www.stjuderc.org/view-
masses.html

Confession Hours

Confessions are required to be outside at 3:00 pm on Saturdays until the
bishop gives us permission to go back inside the church, which he has not, and
probably will not for some time.  Confessions are 3:00 pm outside, behind the
church, and also by appointment, calling 203-261-6404, to set up and
appointment or emailing.  

First Friday Adoration 7-8 PM

Office Hours

THE OFFICE HOURS ARE:
MONDAY - THURSDAY 9:00 – 3:00

 It is suggested that you call (203-261-6404) or e-mail
(parish.office@stjuderc.com) before coming to the office. Much can be
accomplished through a phone call or email, such as requesting masses/mass
cards; sacramental records; registering for Baptism; etc. 

In the event you do come to the office, we will be following the state protocols:
A face covering is required
Social distancing will be followed
If you are experiencing COVID-19 defined symptoms, or have had
contact with someone with the symptoms please do not come to the
office.

Signage will be posted on the front door with all directives to be followed when
admitted to the office.

Email Us

St Jude Parish
707 Monroe Tpke

Monroe, CT 06468  

https://www.stjuderc.org/view-masses.html
mailto:parish.office@stjuderc.com
https://www.stjuderc.org/contact-us.html
https://www.facebook.com/StJudeMonroe/?ref=br_rs


203-261-6404


