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Fellow St Jude Parishioners: 

How many of us have a crucifix hanging on a
wall in our home? How many us of us have a
tiny cross hanging at the end of the necklace
that we wear? How many of us have come to a
greater appreciation for Jesus’ death by viewing
paintings of the crucifixion by the great artists
throughout history?

Jesus hanging on the Cross is the the most frequently associated image of our
faith. An event that is such a big part of Holy Week every year. An event that
leads up to and completes the sorrowful mysteries of the rosary. 

On the evening that we have come to call Holy Thursday, Jesus first begged
his heavenly Father to excuse him from having to suffer and die and then later
Jesus agreed to embrace the Cross.

So it is with us. None of us at first willingly looks for and embraces suffering or
hardship or illness or tragedy. It is only in grappling with what life has thrown at
us, and what God is calling us to accept, that we eventually agree to take up
our cross.

https://www.stjuderc.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hZ-Io_4MDyg&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR10FblQGsUmHMbuY6_qvZ5aqXN6Ru8EzMUn_ZOrSj9UHhUF-RQ7Olhgk9s
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-06/pope-francis-john-the-baptist-teaches-us-to-bear.html


In the Gospel reading for this coming weekend, we hear Jesus call for us to
take up our cross and follow after him.

None of us members of St Jude parish, none of us residents of the town of
Monroe, none of us anywhere on this planet willingly wished to allow the
Coronavirus to take over world and wreak havoc for the past several months
and counting. 

But the reality is that the virus did take hold. Since our global family would not
be able to escape it, we need to look to this Sunday’s Gospel reading to find
our response. Take up our cross and follow after Jesus.

As two-thousand years ago, Jesus embraced the Cross, with its pain and
suffering, so in imitation of him we are called to embrace our Cross with its
associated pain or suffering or hardship or however each of us is individually
affected. 

At the moment, we do not have a means of escaping the virus and its
effects. But we do have a choice in how we embrace the reality that the virus
does have a hold over our lives. 

We might curse it in anger or we might withdraw into ourselves, and into a
helpless depression. Neither will end well as either course of action will result
in our growing bitter. 

Or we might embrace what the virus has at the moment done to our lives and
accept it with the same spirit that Jesus embraced his Cross. This will lead us
to a greater appreciation and understanding of what Jesus went through and
thereby give meaning to what we are going through today. It will not be easy. It
is a cross of sorts, after all. 

But whenever we embrace a cross and follow after Jesus in imitation of him,
the suffering or pain or hardship associated with that cross does not have the
final word. It does not leave us bitter. Rather the final word is that we are
imitating Jesus and in imitation of him, we find ourselves aligned with him, and
we find peace in the midst of trial. 

In this weekend’s Gospel reading, Jesus asks us to take up our cross and
follow him, and so we do take up our cross and follow him. 

Yours in Christ,

Fr Henry 



Preparing to Return to Mass

As prepare to return to Mass
indoors, please watch this brief
overview of what you can
expect as you arrive and during
the celebration of Mass.
Welcome home!

Read more
www.youtube.com

Pope Francis: John the
Baptist teaches us to bear...

Pope Francis reminds the
faithful that 24 June is the
Solemnity of the Nativity of
Saint John the Baptist, and
invites everyone to draw closer
to God. By Vatican News In his
greetings to the Italian-speaking
faithful at the weekly General...

Read more
www.vaticannews.va

Mass Times have Changed!

Masses inside the Church are Saturday at 5:00
pm and Sunday at 11:30. Masses will be held in
the Church We are limited by state statute and only
90 people can attend at this time. The quantity
field refers to the number of people attending.
Pre-registration is required at

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a054ba5ae2ea20-stjude4

Outdoor Drive In Masses are Sunday at 7:30 and 9:30, weather permitting.
40 car slots are available at each Mass by registration only. Please register at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a054ba5ae2ea20-stjude2 Just a
reminder - The quantity field refers to the number of cars which should
be 1 not the number of people in your car.

Volunteers for the Masses, especially at the 11:30 Mass, are needed and
may sign up at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a054ba5ae2ea20-stjude5
Thanks in advance for your help!

Online Giving

Parish Raffle Tickets

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hZ-Io_4MDyg&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR10FblQGsUmHMbuY6_qvZ5aqXN6Ru8EzMUn_ZOrSj9UHhUF-RQ7Olhgk9s
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-06/pope-francis-john-the-baptist-teaches-us-to-bear.html
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a054ba5ae2ea20-stjude4
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a054ba5ae2ea20-stjude2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a054ba5ae2ea20-stjude5
https://www.stjuderc.org/online-giving.html


Saint Jude Parishioners and friends.

The 30th Festival anniversary raffle tickets have been distributed to
Parishioners of record. If you didn’t get your tickets or would like additional
tickets, the raffle committee has three ways for you to obtain tickets. We
recommend that you provide your name address and phone number on a
sheet of paper and give it to either Fr. Jim or Fr Henry at Mass. Or you can put
it in the collection basket marked raffle ticket request and we will contact you
promptly. You can also call the parish office and leave a message for Fr. Henry
with your information and you will be contacted. Thank You.

Religious Education News
The Sacraments of First Eucharist and Confirmation that were scheduled for
this past spring are now being scheduled for this fall. Registration Forms for
these Sacraments have been emailed home to our families who have children
who would have received them in the spring. Please keep in mind that the
scheduled days and times are on a first come basis and so we are asking
families to register promptly. Families will be notified of their date in early July.

If you have any questions, please contact Donna Lane, Coordinator of Faith
Formation at stjudemonroereligiouseducation@gmail.com

Youth Group News

Summer Youth Group Ice Cream Social
Please join the St. Jude Youth Ministry for our second
summer meeting! We will be enjoying ice cream out on
the front lawn and discussing our plans for the fall! All
interested high school students are welcome to join.
Please bring a lawn chair and a mask if you plan to
attend. 
 
When: July 7th at 4:30pm
Where: St. Jude Front Lawn
RSVP: shannon.carey@stjuderc.com

Youth Ministry Volunteers
Are you interested in helping shape the formation of St. Jude's youth groups?
We are currently looking for adult parishioners who want to get involved and
help us build a lasting youth group foundation! Those interested in hearing
more please email Shannon at shannon.carey@stjuderc.com for details on our
upcoming volunteer meeting!

Youth Ministry Bucket List
School is Out and Summer is HERE! At our last meeting our youth members
put together a summer bucket list we wanted to share!

Attend Mass in the Church
Join on Youth Group Meeting
Read a Chapter in the Bible

mailto:stjudemonroereligiouseducation@gmail.com
mailto:shannon.carey@stjuderc.com
mailto:shannon.carey@stjuderc.com


Learn about a new saint
Commit a line of scripture to memory

If there is a bucket list item you think should be added send suggestions our
way. Together let's have an awesome summer in faith! 

Milestones

We congratulate the following high school seniors who recently graduated and
will moving on from their altar server ministry at St. Jude. They are exceptional
young men and women and have faithfully served over the years as Altar
Servers at St. Jude Church. We thank them for their service to the community
and wish them well in the future. Godspeed!

Olivia Peterson is celebrating her 2020 graduation from St.
Joseph High School. Olivia is a graduate of St. Jude School
and is a former altar server with the church. Olivia finished
her senior year with a 102 average and an overall average
of 98.3 for all 4 years. She was Treasurer of the National
Honor Society, was a St. Joseph High School Eucharistic
Minister, and ran cross country all 4 years. Olivia will be

attending Worcester Polytechnic Institute (WPI) in Massachusetts where she
will pursue a degree in Engineering. Both St. Jude School and St. Joe’s have
done a great job preparing her for college. Olivia is ready for WPI!!! 

Molly Dauk recently graduated from Masuk High School
and The Bridgeport Regional Aquaculture Science and
Technology Education Center. Molly was a member of
the National Honor Society and National Science Honor
Society. She was Co-president of MRA student
counsel for all four years, junior and senior representative for
the Monroe Board of Education, and Captain of Masuk Girls

lacrosse. Molly will be attending Vassar College In the fall, majoring
in neuroscience on the Pre-Med track. She will also be playing lacrosse for the
Vassar Woman’s lacrosse team. 

Peter Spinelli is a Shelton resident and recent graduate of
St. Joseph High School in Trumbull where he served as the
2020 Senior Class President and three-season Captain of
the Cross Country and Track teams. In the fall, Peter will be
continuing his education at the University of Connecticut
where he will be studying Business Management within the
Honors Program. Peter has enjoyed serving the St. Jude

community and hopes to remain involved in celebrating the faith at UCONN.

Peter Dutkowsky graduated from Masuk High School. In
the Fall he will be attending Franklin Pierce University in
Rindge, NH. Pete will follow his passion for history and
social studies with a major in Secondary Education and a



minor in history. He hopes to become a high school history
teacher. His family is very proud of him.

Kiersten Maslar graduated from Masuk High School. She
has been altar serving at St. Jude for 9 years. She will be
attending Mount Saint Mary College in the fall and has been
admitted to their Nursing program. 

Evan Smith graduated from Masuk High School and will be
attending Providence College, but has not yet decided on his
major. Evan very much enjoyed his years of service to St
Jude's parish as an altar server and lector, and looks forward
to continuing that involvement at Providence College. Two of
his favorite extracurricular activities during his time at Masuk
were music as a Jazz saxophonist and varsity swimming. 

Church Hours for private prayer

Church is open Monday to Friday 8am - 10am for private prayer.  (We will no
longer have church open on Sunday afternoons.)  

Live-streamed Mass Schedule

Daily masses are being live-streamed Monday through Friday at 8:30 and are
available on the website links by 9:30am, usually earlier.   (Daily masses will
NOT be live-streamed June 19-26.) 5pm Saturday and 11:30am Sundays
will be live-streamed every weekend.  

Confession Hours

Confessions are required to be outside at 3:00 pm on Saturdays until the
bishop gives us permission to go back inside the church, which he has not, and
probably will not for some time.  Confessions are 3:00 pm outside, behind the
church, and also by appointment, calling 203-261-6404, to set up and
appointment or emailing.  

Office Hours

The office is currently closed under direction of the Bishop.  We are regularly
checking emails and voicemails and responding.  We are not allowed to
reopen the office until the Bishop gives directions on when and how to do
so. Parishioners are encouraged if they have questions, concerns or pastoral
needs to contact the office by phone: (203)-261-6404 or
email: parish.office@stjuderc.com

mailto:parish.office@stjuderc.com


Email Us

St Jude Parish
707 Monroe Tpke

Monroe, CT 06468
203-261-6404

 

https://www.stjuderc.org/contact-us.html
https://www.facebook.com/StJudeMonroe/?ref=br_rs

