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Pope Francis: No tolerance for racism, but without...

Pope Francis spoke at the General Audience about the protests in the
United States following the killing of George Floyd, saying we cannot
claim to defend the sacredness of every human life while turning a blind
eye to racism and exclusion.

Read more
www.vaticannews.va

A Message from Fr. Henry

Jesus Is Praying That We All Be United 

Fellow St Jude Parishioners:

John 17:20-21 reads “I pray not only for them, but also for
those who will believe in me through their word, so that
they may all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I in
you, that they also may be in us.”

https://www.stjuderc.org/
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-06/pope-francis-usa-george-floyd-protests-no-racism-violence.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-06/pope-francis-usa-george-floyd-protests-no-racism-violence.html


Four extremely powerful realities packed into two short Gospel verses! 

I pray for you and you pray for me and we pray for one another. And at the
beginning of some masses, we ask by name for “the Blessed Virgin Mary, all
the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the
Lord our God.” In addition to the fact that everybody is praying for everybody
else, I ask that we focus on the reality that Jesus himself says that he is
praying for us. We cannot ask for anybody greater than Jesus himself to pray
for us!

And what is our greatest need at the moment, as our nation experiences
extreme division?

Jesus is praying that we may all be one. Oh, how we indeed need to
united. And not just a unity that would allow us to live side by side without
conflict.

Jesus is praying that our unity mirror that of the unity of God the Father and
himself in the Blessed Trinity. Oh, that we open up ourselves to the reality that
Jesus is praying that we all be united in a self-giving and self-sacrificial level
that mirrors the unity of that is found between Father and Son in the Blessed
Trinity. 

Jesus prays to his Father that we may be in them. Owing to our limited and
finite make-up, there is nothing in us that would allow us to be anything other
than separate from God. However, Jesus is praying that the infinite differences
in make-up that separate us mere mortals from the Divine be overcome and
we be welcomed into the relationship of love that Jesus shares with his Father
— to the extent possible while we are here on earth, and then for all eternity in
heaven after our death.

As we experience extreme division in our nation, let us find solace and take
hope in the reality that Jesus is praying that we all be united!

Yours in Christ, 

Fr Henry 

Thank you to all the volunteers who have signed up for the outdoor
Masses. We will also need volunteers at the indoor Masses to help with
ushering. We are expecting to start indoor Masses the weekend of June
13/14. If you are interested and able to volunteer at indoor masses, please
email communications.stjuderc@gmail.com

Needed: Hand-sanitizer!

As we are preparing to enter into the Church, as Bishop Caggiano has allowed,
for the first time on the weekend of June 14, we are striving to provide the
most safe and healthy atmosphere as possible. 

mailto:communications.stjuderc@gmail.com


To this end, we intend to have sufficient hand-sanitizer.

Fr Henry has found that the internet websites are proving unreliable, as many
do not have hand-sanitizer in stock and others have significantly delayed
delivery time. 

He was able to purchase two bottles at Rite-Aid recently — they had a limit of
two bottles of hand-sanitizer per customer. He is keeping his eye out for other
pharmacies and grocery stores that will allow him to purchase a couple bottles
at a time. 

If in your customary shopping, you do find that you can pick up a couple bottles
of hand-sanitizer and donate them in the foyer of the church on weekday
mornings while the church is open, it would greatly improve our ability to
provide sufficient hand-sanitizer when the Church opens for the weekend of
June 14. If you are not able to come to the church on a weekday morning, you
could always bring them the next time that attend mass. 

All is an effort to keep us all safe and healthy. 

Online Giving

Religious Education

This past year of religious education certainly did not conclude the way that we
had planned. We thank all of our families for their understanding and patience
as we move forward. Once again, we are most grateful to Deacon John for his
leadership. From now on, Donna Lane will be coordinating all of our Children's
Faith Formation Programs, including the Sacraments that were postponed from
this past spring. We are planning to be able to offer the Sacraments of
Reconciliation, Communion and Confirmation this fall, however, please
understand that we must work with State and Diocesan Regulations for the
safety of all. If you have any questions regarding this past year, please email
Donna at: StJudeMonroeReligiousEducation@gmail.com. We will work with
our families to answer questions to the best of our ability. Thank you for your
continued patience. 

St Jude Youth Group

Hello St. Jude Families it is with GREAT
excitement that I announce our first in-
person youth group meeting for high school
students. 

When: Thursday June 11th @ 4:45pm (Rain Date June 13th after 5:00 Mass)

https://www.stjuderc.org/online-giving.html
mailto:StJudeMonroeReligiousEducation@gmail.com


Where: Back Parking Lot
What: Bring a Lawn Chair, Wear Your Mask, and Grab a Drink We are So
Excited to Meet You At our Social Distance Picnic! 

If you would like to attend please email: shannon.carey@stjuderc.com We can
only host 10 students at the time. If there is great interest we will plan a second
meet-and-greet to follow, and families will be kept in the loop about availability!
I so look forward to meeting you all and beginning our journey to building a
strong, vibrant, and fun youth group. 

Middle school students and families, we did not forget about you! If you would
like to attend a social distance picnic please email Shannon to RSVP for our
first meeting! 

When: Thursday June 11th @ 3:30pm (Rain Date TBD) 
Where: Back Parking Lot
What: Bring a Lawn Chair, Wear Your Mask, and Grab a Drink We are So
Excited to Meet You At our Social Distance Picnic! 

Shannon E.B. Carey
Youth Coordinator

Outdoor Masses - Mass Times have Changed!

This weekend, we will have outdoor Masses this weekend with 40 car
registration slots available at each Mass. The Masses are scheduled on
Saturday at 5:00 pm and Sunday at 7:30, 9:30, and 11:30 weather
permitting. Please note the time changes!

To attend any of these Masses, please register at Registration for Outdoor
Mass. Just a reminder - The quantity field refers to the number of cars
which should be 1. We will need your name, telephone, email, and license
plate number. Also add the names of all who will be in the car for the Mass in
the comments. We need this information for notifications, and contact tracing if
needed. Your license plate will identify you during the checkin process. No one
can be admitted without this information and there is no registration at the
Mass. Please read the article below for more information

Please review the following disclaimer prior to coming:

St. Jude Parish has taken appropriate precautions in light of the CDC and
Governor Lamont’s recommendations regarding public gatherings in light of
the possible transmission of the coronavirus. However, despite these
precautions, it is possible that transmission of the virus is still possible due to
the public nature of the service and the unknowns with how the virus may be
transmitted. By registering for this service, participating in the Mass, and opting
to receive Holy Communion, you acknowledge and understand that you are
assuming a risk of transmission and will release St. Jude Parish or any clergy
or volunteer involved in the service from any responsibility should you contract
the virus in the future.

mailto:shannon.carey@stjuderc.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a054ba5ae2ea20-stjude2


By attending the parish service, you recognize the obligation to (i) wear a mask
or face covering when required; (ii) adhere to all required direction regarding
social distance spacing when participating in the service (INCLUDING BUT
NOT LIMITED TO AVOIDING USE OF ANY CHURCH RESTROOMS
AND/OR SINKS) ; and (iii) not attend service if you are sick, experiencing any
symptoms consistent with the coronavirus, or are otherwise required to be
quarantined.

A couple of things to remember:

Please wear a mask if you will be leaving your windows open or plan to
receive Communion.

Observe social distancing guidelines at all times.

Review the new guidelines on receiving Communion.

When leaving your car, please have your mask on.
Move to the Communion line single file observing social distancing.
Stop when you are 6' in front of the priest or deacon.
The minister will say "the Body of Christ" and you respond "Amen".
Move forward to receive the host, holding your hands still and remain silent.
Move 1 full step to the side, partially remove your face mask and consume the
host.
Place your mask back on and return to your car.

http://www.bridgeportdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Guidelines-for-
the-Distribution-of-Holy-Communion.pdf

Be sure to register!

Try to arrive 15 minutes before mass so everyone can get settled and
mass can start on time.
When you pull into the Parish Center (school) parking lot, we will have
volunteers there checking your car and license plate against our
registration forms. It is a requirement for Contact Tracing.
You will be directed to another volunteer, telling you where to park.
Remember masks on when your car windows are open or you are out of
the car for Communion
Tune your car radio to FM 106.5.
No Bathrooms will be available.
Volunteers will tell you when to leave your car and line up for
Communion
If you cannot walk to the Priest / Deacon for Communion, please put your
headlights on as a signal for the Volunteer, Priest or Deacon to see and
come over at the end of Communion. 

In case of cancellation we will send out an email.

Thank you to all the volunteers who have already signed up. We will need
volunteers at the outdoor Masses to help with parking and guide during
communion. If you are interested and able to volunteer at outdoor
masses, please email communications.stjuderc@gmail.com and sign up

http://www.bridgeportdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Guidelines-for-the-Distribution-of-Holy-Communion.pdf
mailto:communications.stjuderc@gmail.com


for the Masses at  St. Jude Drive in Mass Usher Volunteer

Knights of Columbus Announcement

The 4th Degree Knights of Columbus will be hosting a Patriotic Rosary on Flag
Day, June 14th at 1 p.m. The rosary will take place in the church. We will be
allowed 50 people in the church. For those who may still feel uncomfortable
coming out we will live stream the rosary. https://www.stjuderc.org/view-
masses.html

St Jude Italian Festival and Raffle

ITALIAN FESTIVAL UPDATE: By now you may have received your raffle
tickets in the mail.  While we are moving forward with our raffle and
excited about this fundraiser, we are currently in the process of
assessing our ability to safely hold our annual Italian Festival, due to our
current state mandated restrictions regarding Covid-19. Keep an eye on
this newsletter for updates.

Will there be a Festival this year? The committee is actively planning to have
one this year, August 26th thru 29th. It will be the 30th anniversary year of the
St Jude Italian Festival. We will for sure have a raffle which will be a very
important fund raiser for the parish. Last year many parishioners indicated an
interest for cash prizes and so….

Our raffle this year has a chance to win three great prizes, with the price of a
ticket still at 5.00 each.

Our Prizes this year will be:
First prize       $ 3,030.00 CASH
Second Prize  $ 1,030.00 CASH
Third Prize      $ 530.00 CASH

Tickets will be distributed to all parishioners after the 29th of May. Look for the
letter from our pastor, Father Henry, with all the details. Please purchase or
sell as many as you can. Return payment, the stub portion of the ticket and
tickets not purchased or sold to the parish office or in the collection basket at
church in an envelope marked Raffle when Masses are resumed.

Mass Times have Changed

Outdoor Drive In Masses are now scheduled on Saturday at 5:00 pm and
Sunday at 7:30, 9:30, and 11:30 weather permitting. 40 car slots are
available at each Mass by registration only. Please register at St. Jude
Drive In Mass. Just a reminder - The quantity field refers to the number of
cars which should be 1 not the number of people in your car. We will need

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A054BA5AE2EA20-stjude3
https://www.stjuderc.org/view-masses.html
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a054ba5ae2ea20-stjude2


your name, telephone, email, and license plate number. Also add the names of
all who will be in the car for the Mass in the comments. We need this
information for notifications, and contact tracing if needed. Your license plate
will identify you during the checkin process. No one can be admitted without
this information and there is no registration at the Mass.

We will be livestreaming Weekend
Masses from St Jude Church every
Saturday at 5 pm! Masses may be
seen at https://www.stjuderc.org/view-
masses.html

We are also livestreaming Daily Mass
each morning. Masses my be viewed
at https://www.stjuderc.org/view-
masses.html!

If you have a special prayer intention
that you would like to have offered
during my daily private celebration of
the Mass, please email your request
to prayer.requests@stjuderc.com.

The Act of Spiritual Communion is
posted below for your convenience.

Act of Spiritual Communion

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love
You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot
at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to
You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

Office Hours 

To help protect staff and clergy, we
are currently restricting visits to the
parish office. Parishioners are
encouraged if they have questions,
concerns or pastoral needs to contact
the office by phone: (203)-261-6404
or e-mail: parish.office@stjuderc.com
 
Voice mails and e-mails will be
monitored for appropriate response.

Church Hours 
For Private Prayer and

Confession 

Weekdays, 8 am until 10 am.

Saturdays, Church is closed.
Drive by confessions at 3 PM.

Sundays, 1:30 until 4:00 pm
note time change due to Outdoor
Masses schedule.

St Jude Parish

https://www.stjuderc.org/view-masses.html
https://www.stjuderc.org/view-masses.html
mailto:prayer.requests@stjuderc.com
mailto:parish.office@stjuderc.com


Email Us 707 Monroe Tpke
Monroe, CT 06468

203-261-6404
 

https://www.stjuderc.org/contact-us.html
https://www.facebook.com/StJudeMonroe/?ref=br_rs

