
New
Beginnings Wednesday

05/13/2020

New Beginnings
Wednesday May 13, 2020

A message from Fr. Henry
Fellow St Jude Parishioners:

As I mentioned in a previous letter, John 13-17 consists of
five Gospel chapters in which Jesus pours his heart out,
sharing things that are absolutely essential to our
understanding of the faith. 

Today, I would like to focus on his words:“Peace I leave with you; my peace I
give to you.”

These words are of such importance that they are given primacy of place
during every mass. Immediately after the Our Father, and shortly before we
receive communion, we find the word Peace appearing multiple times. “…
graciously grant peace in our days… peace I leave you, my peace I give you…
grant her (the church) peace… peace of the Lord be with you… let us offer
each other the sign of peace.” 

We need to look to Jesus himself to grant us this peace that is beyond
anything that we can achieve on our own. The peace that Jesus offers will help
me — will help you — will help all of us be in harmony and not in conflict within
ourselves… will help us individually live in harmony with one another… will
help groups of us live in harmony with other groups… will help nations live in
harmony with nations.
The peace that Jesus offers is so much greater than any peace we can make
for ourselves.

So let us embrace the peace that Jesus offers as a gift offered to us. “Peace I
leave with you; my peace I give to you.” Let us listen for those words shortly
after the Our Father at every mass. Let us open ourselves to embrace and live
out this peace that Jesus offers. 

https://www.stjuderc.org/
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope-francis/mass-casa-santa-marta/2020-05/pope-santa-marta-homily-holy-spirit-gift-of-god.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope-francis/mass-casa-santa-marta/2020-05/at-daily-mass-pope-praises-heroism-of-nurses.html
https://cruxnow.com/vatican/2020/05/pope-implores-catholics-to-ask-our-lady-of-fatima-for-end-to-coronavirus/
https://mailchi.mp/68e90966e8b5/two-childrens-rosary-interviews-to-air-on-ewtn-may-1st-4205182?e=ede243c61c


Yours in the Peace of Christ,
Fr Henry 

A Letter from Deacon John Tuccio

In the spring of 2015 I retired from IBM
after 49 years of service and was
looking forward to a relaxing retirement.
However, in the fall of 2015, St. Jude
needed a Director of Religious
Education and I applied and was
accepted. Time flies by and the 2019-
2020 school year was my 5th year as
DRE at St. Jude. The current pandemic
and its related isolation provided me
much time to think and I realized that it was time for me to retire again. 

It has been a challenging but wonderful 5 years serving St Jude as DRE. I
have had the privilege of working with some gifted and dedicated teachers.
They made this program work.

We have had hundreds of students in the program. I'm grateful for the
rewarding opportunity to help them grow in their faith. 

I plan to remain active in the parish with my Diaconate ministries, and may
even get a chance to catch up on my reading and movies. I will no longer have
to eat supper at 8:00 in the evening during the school year and get to spend
more time with my wife.

I will miss working with all of you and wish you success as the program
continues.

Thank you to Father Henry, Father Jim, the parish staff, and all the
parishioners for your support.

Deacon John

Pope at Mass prays for those
who have lost their jobs -...

Pope Francis turns his thoughts

Pope at Mass: Pope praises
heroism of nurses - Vatican
News



during morning Mass to those
who are suffering because they
have lost their jobs due to the
pandemic and reflects on how
God has sent the Holy Spirit to
accompany and sustain us
throughout our lives.

Read more
www.vaticannews.va

On Tuesday, International
Nurses Day, Pope Francis
invites us to pray for nurses.
During his homily, Pope Francis
notes the difference between
the peace the world gives and
the peace that Jesus gives. By
Christopher Wells Pope Francis
prayed...

Read more
www.vaticannews.va

Pope implores Catholics to
ask Our Lady of Fatima for...

On the 103 rd anniversary of
the first apparition of the Virgin
Mary to three shepherds in this
small Portuguese town of
Fatima, Pope Francis asked
Catholics to pray to Our Lady of
Fatima for an end to the
coronavirus pandemic.

Read more
cruxnow.com

A prayer for those of us who
are a bit on the anxiety &
worrying side and need to turn
those worries over to Jesus. 

Lord, help me 
Be prepared, but not anxious.
Be aware, but not desperate.
Be vigilant, but not in fear.
Be joyful, but not clueless. 
Be faithful, but not careless.
Lord, be my hope and strength.

===========================

WORLD WIDE DAY OF
PRAYER - May 14th

In response to the the Vatican's
Commission on Human
Fraternity, Pope Francis has
requested that believers of all
Religions turn their private prayers to
God in a day of prayer, fasting and
works of charity to implore God to
help humanity overcome the
coronavirus.

Children's Rosary News

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope-francis/mass-casa-santa-marta/2020-05/pope-santa-marta-homily-holy-spirit-gift-of-god.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope-francis/mass-casa-santa-marta/2020-05/at-daily-mass-pope-praises-heroism-of-nurses.html
https://cruxnow.com/vatican/2020/05/pope-implores-catholics-to-ask-our-lady-of-fatima-for-end-to-coronavirus/


Children's Rosary - May 2020 News

The Children's Rosary is a prayer group movement where children meet
together in Churches, schools or in orphanages to pray the Rosary.
Since the pandemic has hit, many schools and Churches are closed. Yet
the children are not blocked from...

Read more
mailchi.mp

St Jude Italian Festival and Raffle
Will there be a Festival this year? The committee is
actively planning to have one this year, August 26th
thru 29th. It will be the 30th anniversary year of the
St Jude Italian Festival. We will for sure have a
raffle which will be a very important fund raiser for
the parish. Last year many parishioners indicated
an interest for cash prizes and so….

Our raffle this year has a chance to win three great prizes, with the price of a
ticket still at 5.00 each.

Our Prizes this year will be:
First prize       $ 3,030.00 CASH
Second Prize  $ 1,030.00 CASH
Third Prize      $ 530.00 CASH

Tickets will be distributed to all parishioners after the 29th of May. Look for the
letter from our pastor, Father Henry, with all the details. Please purchase or
sell as many as you can. Return payment, the stub portion of the ticket and
tickets not purchased or sold to the parish office or in the collection basket at

https://mailchi.mp/68e90966e8b5/two-childrens-rosary-interviews-to-air-on-ewtn-may-1st-4205182?e=ede243c61c


church in an envelope marked Raffle when Masses are resumed.

Vacation Bible School 2020 is Cancelled

The St. Jude Vacation Bible School leadership have met to discuss the
possibility of holding VBS during the week of July 13th. Given the uncertainty if
social gatherings will be eased by then, we have made the difficult decision to
forgo VBS this summer. We are all saddened by this decision as VBS has
always been a high point for the parish community. The joy and fun that the
children experience this week is priceless. We hope and pray that will be able
to bring back this program next summer.

God Bless
Donna Lane & Sue DeGeorge
Directors

Food Pantry Request

"The response and generosity of the St. Jude Parish
community to our request for food to our pantry has
been exceptional. As a result a number of items in high
demand have been met. Items in need at this time are:
tuna, beans ( any variety), condiments and snack
foods. Thank you again for your continued support of
our ministry during this difficult time. Stay safe and be
well!" 

Liz and Jeff

Remember, drop times in the church are 8:00-10:00am Monday-Friday and
Sunday's 7:30-12:30am. 

Thank You for Your Support!
A heartfelt thanks to all of you who have so generously responded to our
financial appeal.  We are humbled by the overwhelming response, which has
included a 55% increase in the number of parishioners giving online; the
faithful mailing in of offertory envelopes to the parish; the sharing by several of
our parishioners of their stimulus checks; and the anonymous donation of
funds to purchase equipment so that we can live stream our Masses in the
near future. We are blessed that you find us worthy of your prayerful financial
support.

Stay safe and God Bless you all,
Father Henry

Online Giving

https://www.stjuderc.org/online-giving.html


Masses
The Mass for this Sunday May 17th
will be posted and can be viewed at a
new location
https://www.stjuderc.org/view-
masses.html

If you have a special prayer intention
that you would like to have offered
during my daily private celebration of
the Mass, please email your request
to prayer.requests@stjuderc.com.

Unfortunately, we are unable to
provide livestream Masses at this
time.

A list of daily live streamed Masses is
available at
https://www.bridgeportdiocese.org/cor
onavirus/livestreamed-masses-and-
prayers/

The Act of Spiritual Communion is
posted below for your convenience.

Act of Spiritual Communion

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love
You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot
at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to
You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

Office Hours 

To help protect staff and clergy, we
are currently restricting visits to the
parish office. Parishioners are
encouraged if they have questions,
concerns or pastoral needs to contact
the office by phone: (203)-261-6404
or
e-mail: parish.office@stjuderc.com
 
Voice mails and e-mails will be
monitored for appropriate response.

Church Hours 
For Private Prayer and

Confession 

Weekdays, 8 am until 10 am.

Saturdays, Church is closed.
Drive by confessions at 3 PM.

Sundays, 7:30 am until 1:00 pm. 

Email Us

St Jude Parish
707 Monroe Tpke

Monroe, CT 06468
203-261-6404

 

https://www.stjuderc.org/view-masses.html
mailto:prayer.requests@stjuderc.com
https://www.bridgeportdiocese.org/coronavirus/livestreamed-masses-and-prayers/
mailto:parish.office@stjuderc.com
https://www.stjuderc.org/contact-us.html
https://www.facebook.com/StJudeMonroe/?ref=br_rs



