
 

 

 

 

 

 

New Beginnings Friday 
 

  

 

 

   

New Beginnings 

   
 

 

   

A Message from Fr. Henry 
 

    

Fellow St Jude Parishioners:  
 
As we continue to journey through 
Chapters 13-17 of the Gospel of John, in 
which Jesus pours out his heart to his 
Apostles and by extension to us, we come 
across his words: “No one has greater love 
than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends.”  
 

For those of us who do not live in a part of the world where Catholics literally lay 
down their lives in martyrdom, we are called to lay down our lives for others in 
smaller sacrifices on a regular basis.  
 
Those of you who are or had been parents of young ones, you know what it 
means to lay down your lives in the sacrifices that you make or had made every 
day for your children.  
 
For those of us who are adult children of aging parents, we are called to lay 
down our lives in small ways, to make sacrifices for our aging parents.  
 
Regardless of whether the specific sacrifices made for children or parents do or 
do not apply to us, the reality is that depending on the particular circumstances 
of our lives, there is some special sacrifice or sacrifices that we are called to 
make — some way in which we are called to lay down our lives in some kind of 
sacrifice for one another.  
 
As Jesus made that first, ultimate sacrifice for us that we commemorated some 
five weeks ago on Good Friday, so let us imitate him in how we carry out the 
sacrifices for one another that we are called to.  
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As we received freedom from the yoke of sin and death from Jesus’ sacrifice on 
the Cross, and as we received all that we did from our own parents’ sacrifices, 
and as we received from the collective sacrifices of the generations who have 
gone before us, so we are called to sacrifice for others in the same spirit as did 
Jesus, namely a spirit of love. 
 
In this particular time of the Coronavirus pandemic, let us embrace and carry out 
the sacrifices that can benefit one another, in the little ways that we lay down our 
lives for one another.  
 
Yours in Christ, 
Fr Henry  

 

  

  

St Jude Livestreaming Announcement 
 

  

  

We are excited to announce that livestreaming of Masses from St Jude 
Church is now available! We especially thank Fr. Jim Bates and Trustee Bill 
Davoren for their hard work and perseverance in turning this initiative into a 
reality. A schedule of masses will be announced shortly. Please take a look at 
yesterday's first livestreamed Mass on https://www.stjuderc.org/view-
masses.html 

 

  

  

Outdoor Park Lot Mass Initiative 
 

  

  

We are planning to have outdoor parking lot Masses starting the weekend of 
May 30/31. As you can imagine, the amount of planning and detailed logistics is 
enormous. More time and testing is needed to ensure the success of the outdoor 
Mass. More information will be released as we finalize a number of items. 
 
We will need volunteers at these Masses to help with parking and guide 
during communion. We are planning to have a volunteer meeting on 
Monday evening. If you are interested and able to volunteer at outdoor 
masses, please email communications.stjuderc@gmail.com 

 

  

  

Religious Education 
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In our last newsletter, you read that Deacon John is retiring from his position as 
Director of Religious Education. We are most grateful to him for his hard work 
these past years. His dedication to the children and his strong faith made him a 
great example of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus. The good news is that 
Deacon John will still be at our Parish functioning in many other capacities. A big 
'THANK YOU' to Deacon John, you will be missed. 
  
We also want to thank our dedicated teachers. These volunteers are willing to 
share their faith with your children and these past years would not have been as 
fruitful without their commitment to our program. 
   
In regards to our Faith Formation Program for the 2020-21 year, we have been 
hard at work researching what will be best for our St. Jude families. With such 
uncertainty regarding the pandemic, we need to offer a program that allows for 
family flexibility and yet still provides a great faith education to your children. We 
will be emailing you a detailed letter this summer regarding the 2020-21 Faith 
Formation Year, but for now, know that you are a priority and we will be ready to 
launch our new program in the fall. A more detailed letter is being emailed to all 
of our religious education families. 

 

 

 

  

As the month of May has been further devoted to praying to the Blessed Virgin, 
Pope Francis opens the month with an appeal to Our Lady. 

 
 “In the midst of this present coronavirus pandemic, when the whole world 

is susceptible to suffering and anxiety, we fly to you, Mother of God and 
our Mother, and seek refuge under your protection. O, Virgin Mary, turn 

your merciful eyes toward us and watch over us with a motherly concern.” 
 

 

 

  

Pope at Mass prays for families 
 
“Today is the International Day of Families. Let us pray for families, that the 
Spirit of the Lord - the spirit of love, respect and freedom - may grow in families,” 
he said. 

 

 

 

  

Children's Rosary during May 
 

    

Here is the information to participate: 



 
May Children's Rosary 
Dates: May 17, 24, 31 
Time: 10:00 am to 10:40 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71070562811?pwd=Um1aS0xpUytyQmpQK2xoVXB
WVncwUT09 
 
Meeting ID: 710 7056 2811 
Password: 064031   
 
No experience is needed and all children and families are welcome. We will 
follow along with the Children's Rosary CD or DVD.   
 
We look forward to praying with you! 

 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School 2020 is Cancelled 
  

 

The St. Jude Vacation Bible School leadership have met to discuss the 
possibility of holding VBS during the week of July 13th. Given the uncertainty if 
social gatherings will be eased by then, we have made the difficult decision to 
forgo VBS this summer. We are all saddened by this decision as VBS has 
always been a high point for the parish community. The joy and fun that the 
children experience this week is priceless. We hope and pray that will be able to 
bring back this program next summer. 
 
God Bless 
Donna Lane & Sue DeGeorge 
Directors 

 

  

Food Pantry Request 
  

 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71070562811?pwd=Um1aS0xpUytyQmpQK2xoVXBWVncwUT09


"The response and generosity of the St. Jude 
Parish community to our request for food to our 
pantry has been exceptional. As a result a number 
of items in high demand have been met. Items in 
need at this time are: tuna, beans ( any variety), 
condiments and snack foods. Thank you again 
for your continued support of our ministry during 
this difficult time. Stay safe and be well!"  
 
Liz and Jeff 
 
Remember, drop times in the church are 8:00-
10:00am Monday-Friday and Sunday's 7:30-
12:30am.  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 
  

 

Announcing an exciting new series launching on our St Jude's Parish Formed 
subscription called The Search  
 
Sometimes we get so caught up in the depth of our faith that we forget what it 
was like to first wrestle with the big questions – Who am I? What am I searching 
for? What’s our shared story? Who is Jesus? Why do we need a Church? Is 
there a God? We all need to get back to the basics to make sure the foundation 
is strong. 
 
The Augustine Institute is excited to introduce The Search, a new 7-part original 
Series with the goal of lighting that first fire in those who don’t yet know the faith 
or reigniting the fire in those who need a primer on the foundational questions. It 
will be exclusively in Formed over the next several weeks.   
 
This powerful new Catholic evangelization experience is hosted by Chris 
Stefanick and features scientists, astronauts, artists, and fellow searchers who 
uncover the answers to life’s big questions on happiness, purpose, meaning, 
and faith. The Search video series has something for all of us, even those who 
are away from the Church but are still seeking, and those who have never 
considered faith before.    
 
Go to https://formed.org/signup to get your free parish subscription and gain 
access to the first episode.  

https://formed.org/signup


Previews 

  

Viewing Schedule 

  

 

 

 

  

Thank You for Your Support! 
 
A heartfelt thanks to all of you who have so generously responded to our 
financial appeal.  We are humbled by the overwhelming response, which has 
included a 55% increase in the number of parishioners giving online; the 
faithful mailing in of offertory envelopes to the parish; the sharing by several of 
our parishioners of their stimulus checks; and the anonymous donation of funds 
to purchase equipment so that we can live stream our Masses in the near future. 
We are blessed that you find us worthy of your prayerful financial support. 
 
Stay safe and God Bless you all, 
Father Henry 

 

Online Giving 

  

 

 

 

  

St Jude Italian Festival and Raffle 
 

  

  

Will there be a Festival this year? The committee is actively planning to have 
one this year, August 26th thru 29th. It will be the 30th anniversary year of the St 
Jude Italian Festival. We will for sure have a raffle which will be a very important 
fund raiser for the parish. Last year many parishioners indicated an interest for 
cash prizes and so…. 
 
Our raffle this year has a chance to win three great prizes, with the price of a 
ticket still at 5.00 each. 
 
Our Prizes this year will be: 
First prize       $ 3,030.00 CASH 
Second Prize  $ 1,030.00 CASH 
Third Prize      $ 530.00 CASH 
 



Tickets will be distributed to all parishioners after the 29th of May. Look for the 
letter from our pastor, Father Henry, with all the details. Please purchase or sell 
as many as you can. Return payment, the stub portion of the ticket and tickets 
not purchased or sold to the parish office or in the collection basket at church in 
an envelope marked Raffle when Masses are resumed. 

 

 

   
    

Masses 
 

The Mass for this Sunday 
May 17th will be posted and 
can be viewed from at a new 
website 
locationhttps://www.stjuderc.
org/view-masses.html 
 
If you have a special prayer 
intention that you would like 
to have offered during my 
daily private celebration of 
the Mass, please email your 
request 
to prayer.requests@stjuderc.
com. 

 

We will be livestreaming Masses from St 
Jude Church very shortly! View our first live 
stream at https://www.stjuderc.org/view-
masses.html 
 
A list of daily live streamed Masses in the 
diocese is available 
at https://www.bridgeportdiocese.org/coronaviru
s/livestreamed-masses-and-prayers/ 
 
The Act of Spiritual Communion is posted below 
for your convenience. 

 

  

  

Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You 
above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this 
moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I 
embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never 
permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 
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Office Hours  
 
To help protect staff and clergy, we 
are currently restricting visits to the 
parish office. Parishioners are 
encouraged if they have questions, 
concerns or pastoral needs to contact 
the office by phone: (203)-261-6404 
or 
e-mail: parish.office@stjuderc.com 
  
Voice mails and e-mails will be 
monitored for appropriate response. 

 

 

Church Hours  
For Private Prayer and 

Confession  
 
Weekdays, 8 am until 10 am. 
 
Saturdays, Church is closed.  
Drive by confessions at 3 PM. 
 
Sundays, 7:30 am until 1:00 pm. 

 

 

   
 

 

Email Us 

  

 

St Jude Parish 
707 Monroe Tpke 
Monroe, CT 06468 

203-261-6404 
 

 

 

  

   
 

  

          

  

    

     
 

 

      

 

 

 


