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Special Announcement from Bishop Caggiano

Bishop Announces Gradual Return to Public Mass - Diocese ...

May 11, 2020 Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, In the joy of Easter, I
wish to announce the good news that in consultation with the pastors of
the Diocese, we will be able to begin the outdoor public celebration of
Mass on May 21, the...

Read more
www.bridgeportdiocese.org

The Phase One Plan Outline for St. Jude Parish

Dear Parishioners,

It has been a long, several-week period that you have been
deprived of attending public mass, in person, and receiving
communion.  

Owing to the very dependence we have on the Lord for
originally creating each one of us and then, subsequently, sustaining us
through the nourishment of receiving his very Body in the Eucharist, we have
finally been granted permission to move forward, by having mass, albeit with
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rigorous restrictions and regulations.  

Although I have found that the rules and regulations governing what we can do
were written in a necessarily orderly way, I realize that the wording is actually
provided with our best interest in mind, namely for our protection and health.  

I ask that as you read the following which is a summary of what we are allowed
to do, that you read it in a spirit of love, for after all, we all are longing to
commune more directly with our Lord in receiving communion and worshipping
in public.  The following regulations will allow us to slowly do so, while
simultaneously being prudent and remaining safe and healthy. 
=========================================================
Today's announcement by Bishop Caggiano outlines the phase one step in the
gradual reopening of our churches. Thank you each and every one for your
continued support of St Jude Parish over the past few months. Your patience
and loyalty to the parish has been outstanding and I sincerely appreciate it! It's
been a long journey, I've missed all of you and look forward to welcoming you
back to St Jude church in the not too distant future.

I will now discuss how St. Jude will address the issues and guidance outlined
in Bishop Caggiano's letter and associated guidelines. There are four important
overriding considerations: 1) the obligation to attend Sunday Mass is still
dispensed 2) The State and Local requirements are still in effect for our
protection and benefit, such as crowd size, sanitizing, social distancing and
face mask mandates 3) The elderly and most vulnerable should consider
sheltering at home for the time being and 4) those who are feeling ill or display
any symptom associated with the virus should remain quarantined or isolated
until they are fully recovered. Ensuring the safety and health of our faithful
and clergy is of the utmost importance.

The following is the current plan and subject to change.

The scheduled times for the outdoor Masses are still under
consideration.

We will be implementing an online registration system and each car will be
identified by license plate. We must be able to identify who is at each Mass in
the event that follow up contact tracing testing is needed. Only cars which
have been registered will be admitted to the parking lot. We will be using
the school parking lot which has limited parking spaces and there will be no
opportunities to have standby or registration at the mass at this time.
Information about the registration procedure will be made available soon.

Sound will be broadcast by a FM transmitter. Each car will be able to
receive the sound from the mass by tuning into the corresponding frequency
on the FM radio in the car. The frequency will be made available shortly. You
should arrive at the parking lot at least 15 minutes before the Mass to park
and check your sound. Once Mass begins, no cars will be admitted into the
parking lot.

During the Mass, attendees in each car will need to have face masks on if the
windows are open or if the attendee will be leaving the car to receive
communion. If occupants do not have face masks on, they are not allowed
to leave the car. Once occupants leave the car, face masks and social



distancing rules are in effect.

There are new guidelines in place for the distribution and reception of Holy
Communion. I encourage each of you to read the Guidelines for the
Distribution of Holy Communion issued by the Diocese.

Receiving Holy Communion on the hand during Phase One is strongly
recommended. By liturgical law, Reception of Holy Communion on the tongue
is allowed but presents unique risks to the minister and the recipient during the
pandemic.

No Rest Room facilities will be available.

We are planning to have outdoor parking lot Masses starting the weekend of
May 30/31. As you can imagine, the amount of planning and detailed logistics
is enormous. More time and testing is needed to ensure the success of the
outdoor Mass. More information will be released as we finalize a number of
items.

We will need volunteers at these Masses to help with parking and guide
during communion. If you are interested and able to volunteer at these
outdoor masses, please email communications.stjuderc@gmail.com

It is my hope that this first phase will be well received and will be a positive
step toward the gradual reopening of our church.

Sincerely Yours in Christ,

Father Henry Hoffman
Pastor
St. Jude Parish
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